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Dance, volleyball, basketball, rugby, badminton, netball, football, chess, jazz band, Duke of Edinburgh, Pasifika, Te 
Roopu Manaaki Kapa-haka, school wide swimming, athletic and academic competitions, international school visits, 
Trades Academy, Cambridge International Examinations and NCEA qualifications from Level 1 through to scholarship. 
2019 has been a year packed with experiences and opportunities for our students and our wider school community. 
We have had repeated successes, first time successes, narrow losses, triumphant returns and stunning performances 
in all areas of the school and this is a chance to both celebrate and acknowledge all of those who have made this 
year special. It has been a year that I will remember with pride, most recently during the Young Achievers function 
at the Energy Events Centre where Western Heights High School was represented with flair and skill. The musical 
performances from our Year 13 students certainly shone the light on the calibre of young people who attend our 
school.
 
I would also like to acknowledge those unsung heroes that support our students. Those parents who come to goal 
setting and interview days, who coach teams, who stand in the rain cheering on the whole team. We have members of 
our community who will give up their time, lend a supportive voice and raise the spirit of those around them. We have 
businesses and organisations who will offer support, whether it is money, prizes or facilities, to our students to a wide 
variety of causes and groups. We have teachers staying after hours, organising concerts, getting up at 5 to drive vans 
and getting the teams to and from venues. Both on and off the field, in the concert venues, dropping off forgotten gear 
or waiting in the car for exams to finish, our school community has my appreciation for all that they do.

Our students are our greatest asset and there have been opportunities for leadership in a number of fields. We had 
excellent academic results and many of our senior students will be following their dreams at universities and further 
afield. Within the house group system the student leaders of all five houses have been actively involved in sports and 
cultural events. There has been peer support and mentoring, quietly working with other students continuing to make 
to school environment inclusive and positive. These role models continue to inspire those around them. The greatest 
hope is that all our students find in their time here at WHHS their ability to contribute and to lead. Being a Heights 
leader is important and I wish them all the best as they move out into the wider world.

Ko Te Arawa te waka
Ko Te Arawa te iwi
mai Maketu ki Tongariro

 
Kahira Morris
Principal

Kia ora koutou,

Thank you to all the employees at WHHS for all your work this year. It has not always been easy but you have continued 
to try and achieve the best outcomes for our students.  It has been a busy year for the entire school and Board of 
Trustees, with the resignation of the Principal Mr Gemmell, Board elections, school rebuild projects and ERO visiting.

I would like to thank Mr Gemmell for all his work as a Deputy Principal and as the Principal,  he has moved the school 
forward in the right direction. He leaves a legacy of inclusiveness and change management.   When reading this, 
hopefully a new Principal will have been appointed.

The Board have had some changes from the elections: welcome to Daphne Williams, Melissa Gordon and Denton 
Grimes. Thanks and farewell to Greg Bell and Robyn Skelton. Your contributions have been measurable and appreciated.

Finally to the students, do the best you can and if things do not go your way, show resilience, think about how to deal 
with it and then try again. The school will celebrate your successes with you.

Merry Christmas and happy new year.
Nga mihi

Mike Membery
BOT Chair

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
He Karere Nā Te Aporei

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD
He Karere Nā Te Tāngaengae O Te Rua
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Leadership Team

Leadership Team

  

Kevin Addinall BCom (Hons) GDipEd PGCertAppPrac
Maureen Aldridge        DipTchg
Sophie Andrews           BEd     
Ava Asby                      BFSc & Eng (Hons) GDipTchg NZDipBus
Rebecca Atkinson        BCom (Hons) (Econ) GDipTchLn
Feray Aydogmus          BA (Hons) DipAppLn DipSecTchg CELTA                                   
Alicia Baird BA BTchg 
Eugene Bogun BSocSc GDipTchLn
Jane Bowman BA DipTchg
Mark Breetvelt BSc DipTchg
Christine Brewer          BEd (SpecNeeds) DipTchg
Ruth Broadley BA BEd DipTchg 
Phil Bulkeley  BA (Education)
Rebekah Campbell      BA DipSecSchTchg
Susan Cantlon             BFD GDipTchg PGCertAppPrac
Tina Carlson BA PGDipTchg
Patrick Cass                BA GDipTchg
Glenn Cassidy             BSc DipTchg CELTA
Jesse Clarke                BA GradDipArts GradDipTchg 
Emma Cooper BTchg PGCertAppPrac
Sue Davy BSc DipTchg
Kim Devereaux            BSocSc MA (Counselling) GDipTchg
Sam Dunn BPhEd GDipTchg
Elizabeth Ericksen DipHSc Dip Tchg
Evelyn Falconer BMus ATCL DipTchg
Terri-Ann Fetting   BSc (BioSc) HDipEd
Austin Gear BComp PGDipTchg
Laytee George BTchg (Primary) 
Adam Hague BMA GDipTchg
Wendy Hague BSpLS DipTchg
Tipene Haira                BA BTchg BMPA       
Mary Hamill BA (Hons) PGCE
Kendall Harrington       BA DipTchg
Keita Hauiti                  BFA DipTchg CPSDip
John Hayward BA LLB DipCrim DipTchg
Curtis Hemana BSpStud GDipTchLn 
Nikkola Hemana   BSpExSc GDipTchLn 
Mereana Himona         BTchLn PGDipLitNum   
Bobby Howard            BTchg BPA
Hilary Hurst               BSc (Chem) GDipTchg**
Sonia Irwin MA (Hons) BSocSc DipTchg  

 PGCertAppPrac
Jeff Isaacs AdvTC DipSecTchg
Reimana Isaac             BSc NZCS GDipTchg GDipTe Reo 
Carleen James  BEd DipTchg 
Dean Jones                  BTchg 
Jiji Kurian BSc DipElectronics DipSocWk GDipTchg 

Reuben Lane                BSport GDipSecTchg
Kathryn Lauder             BMus (Hons) GDipTchg
Alex Leaf                       BA (MVA) GDipTchg *
Jade Lockwood BFA DipTchg**
Nathan Lynch                BSpLS GDipTchg
Ryan McIntyre BSpLS GDipTchg *
Olga Milliken                 BSc (Hons) PhD GDipEd
Tina Moke                      BTchLn
Paora Morrison BSpLS BSocSc DipTchg GDipTe Reo
Sumiyo Motegi BA DipTchg GDipTourismMgmt NZDB  

 PGCertMgmt 
David Murtagh BSc PGCE
Guy Ngatai BA DipTchg
Renee Ngatai                BSport GDipSecTchg**
Stefan Palmer BSC (Hons) (CompInformatics)
Dyllon Pedersen BSpLS GDipTchg
Aimee Perry                   BA BCom GDipSecTchg
Josephine Puha             BFA DipTchg 
Tomas Renna                BA (Hons) GradDipTchg
Ben Robson                   BA GDipTchg  
Bronwen Ropiha BA GDipTchLn
Paul Sanders BSc (Hons) LTCL AIRM                                                                      
Alison Scott   BSc GDipTchg**
Amy Scott BInfSc GDipTchg**
Manu Scott BA (Visual Arts) PGDipFA GDipTchg  
Sally Shaw DipHSc DipEd DipTchg
Penny Simpson BSc HDE
Claire Slater                   BA BBA GradDipTchg
Graham Slater               BEng (Hons) GDipTchg
Sue Stanaway BA (3D Design) GDipTchg
Te Ao Tahana-Prangnell  BMPA GradDipTchg
Tukura Tahi BSocSc DipTchg
Taryn Thomas                BSpRec GradDipTchg
Alexi Thompson BA BTchg
Mark Tiedt HDipEd
Maraea Timutimu BAVC DipFT GDipTchg 
Dirk Vermeulen BEd FET
Nathan Ward MA DipTchg
Caroline White                BA (Hons)
Debbie Woodmass BTchgLn PGCertAppPrac
Chris Worsnop               BAppSc (Hons) MRuralSc
Aneta Wright                  BA GradDipTchg PGCertAppPrac**
Grant Wright BSc DipTchg
Shannon Wrigley BSpLS GDipTchg

*      Left during the year
**    On Leave

WESTERN HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL STAFF
Rārangi Ingoa Kaiako

Teaching Team

Principal
Jim Gemmell     MA (Hons) DipTchg *

Kahira Morris     MA ProfStuds (Hons) DipTchg

Deputy Principals

Lyn Henshilwood   BEd NZDipSpecSub DipTchg PGCertAppPrac 
Ben Prangnell  BSc (Hons) PGCE

Wiremu Shuker  BA DipTchg
Donella Wright  BEd NZDipSpecSub DipTchg PGCertAppPrac



4     WESTERN HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL

Hello and Goodbye...

Bill Anaru
Sally Ann Daniel
Melissa Duncan

Bruce Gibbs
Kathy Gordon

Lesley Harrison
John Hooker

Warren Lockie
Pat McManus
Allen Perrott

Santi Stanton
Geoffrey Shekell

John West

We thank the 
following Day Relief Teachers

Maureen Aldridge
Sophie Andrews
Glenn Cassidy
Jesse Clarke
Tipene Haira

Kendall Harrington
Jesse Hewitt
Tomas Renna
Claire Slater

Taryn Thomas
Chris Worsnop

We welcomed the 
following staff

We farewelled the 
following staff

Doug Bell
Diana Brown
Tiaho Fairhall
Jim Gemmell

Kiri Hiha
Adrian Kitson
Alex Le’Long         

Lois Parker-Hanks
John Schwartfeger

Chris Smith
Patti Sutton
Danny Vaka

Katrina Allen *
David Apete

Tarkan Aydogmus
Sonya Beazley
Trudi Bishop
Robert Bould

Patrick Casey BFA
Jean Carston

Jody Chesterman BEd DipTchg
Nadia Davis
Piria Davis

Nicole Dobinson

Rama Gordon
Chrissy Hadlow

Kris Haines
Jessica Hall
Sam Hardie
Isa Harnett

Ron Haveman
Lesley Heath

Brad Henshilwood
Kathryn Howes

Corrine Hunter *

Talor Kahu
Leona Kaye-Ivitu
Malelega Manga
Raelynn Marks
Mia Middleton
Linda Monro

Jenny Mowbray
Kym O’Mahony
Clint Osborne
Kathy Porter

Chrissy Preston

Lyn Ruthe
Lesley Setu-Galo
Farida Soloman

Beryl Te Moananui
Judy Timms

Shannel Vaipo BNursing
Nicholas van den Broek

Marie Vercoe
Karen Waerea

Whakahau Waerea
Dayne Willemsen

Jane Wilson

Associate Staff

After a long career at RBHS, Jim Gemmell travelled the high road to Western 
Heights. Starting in Careers, where he organised an Air Force helicopter to 
land on the school grounds, and also teaching maths, Jim eventually moved 
to a Deputy Principal position.

Jim was in charge of NZQA, and took responsibility for the acadaemic path-
ways of our senior students. Jim, right from the start, was highly visible on 
the sideline and audience of the schools many sporting and cultural events. 
Often giving up his own time to support the school. He took a particular 
shine to Te Roopu Manaaki, a love that he sustained throughout his career 
here at Heights.

It was in his role as Deputy Principal that Jim took on all the challenges of 
“Heights”.  He quickly learnt that his accent was sometimes hard to under-
stand and had to “heightsify” how he spoke. We learnt to say pardon often! 

Jim never shied away from doing the hard jobs and everything he did was 
with heart.

In  2016  Jim was appointed Principal at our school. It was a role for which 
he had served a long apprenticeship at two different schools. As Principal 
Jim had an open and trusting style of leadership. He let people do their jobs 
but was not afraid to pull them up when needed. He believed that students 
were the heart of the school, and that the heart of Western Heights High 
School has been, and forever will be, loyal and strong.

Jim, we thank you for your service at Heights and also for your service for all the children of Rotorua.

Kia hora te marino, kia whakapapa pounamu te moana, kia tere te kārohirohi i mua i tō huarahi.

May peace be widespread, may the sea glisten like greenstone, and may the shimmer of light guide you on your way.

To Jim, on your leaving  ...
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PREFECTS

Ngā Poutiriao Akona

YOUNG ACHIEVERS
Te Ngohi Pahawā

Tyler Barrett
Leadership, Sport, School and Community Service

Sarah Corcoran
Leadership, Sport, School and Community Service

Damon Cowie
Leadership, Academic and Sport

Maddison Hagger
Leadership, Academic, Cultural, 
School and Community Service
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YOUNG ACHIEVERS
Te Ngohi Pahawā

Taine Harvey
Leadership, Academic, Cultural, 
School and Community Service

Caleb Iasona
Leadership, Academic, Cultural, 
School and Community Service

Cam Ingram
Leadership, Sport,

School and Community Service

Connor Johnston
Sport
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YOUNG ACHIEVERS
Te Ngohi Pahawā

Emma McDougall
Leadership, Academic,

School and Community Service

Dara Mohi
Leadership, Cultural,

School and Community Service

Tamahou Smith
Leadership, Cultural,

School and Community Service

Emily Wharekura
Leadership, Academic, Cultural,
School and Community Service
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It has been an absolute honour to serve as the Head Prefects of Western Heights High School this year. Heights has 
been a huge part of our lives for 5 years, and it has been the most amazing opportunity to lead our school.

We have been through our fair share of fire drills and lockdowns. We’ve run our fair share of perimeters, pack runs, 
and beep tests. We’ve done our fair share of exams, presentations and speeches. We’ve made the most of our time 
here at Heights and loved all of it. 

Heights has molded us into the people that we are today and for that we have to thank you.

To all the teachers and supporting staff: We thank you so much for your patience, dedication and passion for our 
education. You are an incredible part of our lives. To all the whanau: Your love and support are the pillars that we stand 
on. Thank you for raising us to the people we are today. We hope to continue to make you all proud every day.

Thank you to our deputies: Rahera, Emma, and Damon, for the great support that you have given us throughout this 
new experience. Without your reinforcement we wouldn’t have made it through the year and can never show you how 
much that support means to us both.

And to all our fellow students and friends: You all have made our experience at Heights the best. We are so proud of 
the growth that we have been through together. All of you have helped us so much. Thank you all for having our backs 
through thick and thin. We can’t wait to see what greatness the future holds for all of us. We know that no matter what 
happens, this time at Heights holds some of our best memories.

Ma tini ma mano ka rapa te whai

Nga mihi koutou 

Forever grateful
Emily and Tyler

Back Row:  Alyssa Carnell, Chaohong Li, Taine Harvey, Kiri Tuhakaraina
3rd Row:  Mele Veatupu, Preslee Stevens, Veeral Solanki, Kobee Lacey-Rameka, Cam Ingram, Maddison Hagger, Olivia Chesterman
2nd Row:  Mr Prangnell, Dara Mohi, Caleb Iasona, Tamahou Smith, Jeffrey Peake, Nikora Simpkins, Sarah Corcoran, Mr Shuker, Emma McDougall
Front Row:  Damon Cowie, Mrs Wright, Emily Wharekura, Ms Morris, Tyler Barrett, Mrs Henshilwood, Rahera Walters

PREFECTS
Ngā Poutiriao Ākona
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Ben Astwood
Mikayla Billing

Amy Brunt
Kate Cameron

Keeley Carr
Lilly Cox

Mereani Doherty
Danielle Fawcett
Tumamao George

Sean Johnston

Darcy Kusabs
Heema Manu

Meihana McGee
Alex Middlemiss

Caitlin Munro
Lauryn Nicholls
Laura Nielsen
Megan Olive
Heewon Park
Taria Parkes

Sera Richardson
Anja Sakrzewski

Bree Sanders
Leon Sharplin

Joshua Simpson
Maddie Smith
Kristen Smith

Thomas Sparrow
Yoshimi Uchida
Kate Urquhart

Braedyn Veysi
Kayleigh Waller
Jeremy Walshe
Kelsey Watson

Zoe Webb
Jess Wharekura
Marisa Whittle
Carly Williams
Shaye Witeri

 
Year 11 Student with the most Excellence Credits Gained:  Shania Hawkins

Danika Baty-Waugh
Alyssa Carnell
Becky Curry

Tamsyn Ellery
Maddison Hagger

Taine Harvey

Summer Henry
Caleb Iasona

Kobee Lacey-Rameka
Chaohong Li

Emma McDougall

Zane Murphy
Jeffrey Peake

Ashleigh Perrett
Suhawna Prasad

Rachel Reed

Alice Sin
Veeral Solanki

Natanya Strawbridge
Tayla Vanner

Emily Wharekura

Year 12 Student with the most Excellence Credits Gained:  Damon Cowie

Josiah Alcantara
Jack Apperley

Cameron Astwood
Patrick Cameron

Alex Carroll
Alice Croucher
Katlin Donelley

Sophie Dunkley
Zhana Gage

Abbie Garwood
Sophie Glasgow
Matthew Haynes

Sion Kang
Warna Karunanayake

Sally Kincheff

Kyra Lees
Tiana Mativa-Horn

Lucy McGovern
Erin McKnight

Sophie Mossman-Young
Alex Pitkethley
Aliesha Reeves

Kacy Sander

Haruka Shigeuchi
Juyong Shin
Caitlin Smith
Kiani Walker

Luke Wallbridge
Anthony Walshe

Chris Xu

Year 13 Student with the most Excellence Credits Gained:  Jason Lee

Jason Lee - Calculus and Statistics          Jack Apperley - Statistics          Cameron Astwood - Geography

IGCSE A Level
Ella Fredricsen - English Literature -  A
Shania Hawkins - English Literature - A
Laura Nielson - English Literature - A
Leon Sharplin - English Literature -  A

Jeremy Walshe - Double Science A,
English Literature A*

Mathematics A
Quinn Wineti - English Literature -  A

Juyong Shin - Mathematics -  A
Chris Xu - Mathematics -  B

University of Auckland Top Achiever Scholarship - Juyong Shin, Warna Karunanayake
University of Auckland Academic Potential Scholarship - Sion Kang

University of Waikato Outstanding Academic Achievement - Cameron Astwood
University of Waikato Pacific Excellence Scholarship - Tyla Davis Leo
Victoria University Tangiwai Scholarhip - Kira Lees and Kiani Walker

University of Otago Academic Excellence Entrance Scholarship - Jason Lee
University of Otago New Frontiers Entrance Scholarship - Noah Edwards

University of Otago Dux Scholarship - Jason Lee
Ngongotaha Lions Club Scholarship - Alice Croucher and Mitchell Anderson

AUT School Leaver Scholarship for Academic Excellence - Sophie Dunkley, Alex Pitkethley, Haruka Shigeuchi
Massey University Vice-Chancellor’s High Acheiver Scholarship - Lucy McGovern

University of Waikato Ko Te Tangata Entrance Scholarship - Sophie Glasgow, Sian Pearson, Angel Wilson, Bryan Allerby
University of Waikato Manaaki Tangata Scholarship - Bryan Allerby

University of Waikato Bryan Smith Memorial Scholarship - Sophie Glasgow, Sian Pearson

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT 2018
Ngā Pahawātanga Ā Roto

NCEA Excellence Endorsements -  Year 11

NCEA Excellence Endorsments -  Year 12

NCEA Excellence Endorsements - Year 13

NZQA Scholarships

Financial Scholarships 2018

Cambridge International Examinations 2018
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Te Maru has had another exciting year.  A major highlight has been progress towards a new Te Maru build-
ing – initial stages only!  We have been as busy as ever with our regular activities as well as some surprises.  

We hosted another Japanese teacher from Yokohama Deaf School – Yuka Hanami.  We were thrilled when 
Yokohama Deaf School asked us to become a “Sister School” with them.  A group from Western Heights will 
include Yokohama in their trip to Japan in 2020 for signing documents.

This year we introduced a leadership role “Te Toa O Te Maru” Te Waikura Witoko was our first recipient of 
this role.

Regular activities included RDA, MIGS (Mid Island Gymnastics) Dance Class (Lakes Performing Arts Com-
pany) Woodwork, Lawn Bowls, Special Olympics Swimming and Athletics, Yoga, singing at the Gardens Rest 
Home, Ngongotaha Care Village and Cantabria, Barista workshop and cooking.  We also encourage and sup-
port our students to participate in Heights Creative.

We also have work experience at the Third Place Café, Parksyde, All Seasons Holiday Park, and Brown Owl 
Food Cooperative.  Many thanks to these businesses for providing this invaluable experience.
Students continue to work towards Spec – South Pacific Education Programme qualifications – NZ certifi-
cate in Living Skills. 

TE MARU



    WESTERN HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL 11

TE MARU
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Year 9
2019 was a chance to revamp the course by adding in more 
content that will benefit students in their senior school, 
and we hope they continue to choose Business Studies 
as a subject. We had a lot of fantastic students opting for 
Business studies, and showing a lot of ability which is very 
pleasing. The students came up with some fantastic origi-
nal products, and they should be very proud of that. We 
were able to also go to Skyline sky rides to witness and be 
shown their products, and how they were invented and op-
erated. The students had a fantastic time, and learnt a lot. 
Thank you to all the students who chose Business Studies 
as one of their options.

Year 11 Cambridge Economics
The Year 11 Cambridge Economics class travelled to Auck-
land to visit Rainbow’s End. We listened to a talk about pro-
duction decision making and used the information to com-
plete an internal assessment. The class was then allowed 
to go on all the rides. It was a fun day out.
Emily London

Year 11 Business Studies
Education outside the classroom provides enriched experi-
ences for our students. During the year the level 1 Business 
Studies students visited Waimangu Volcanic Valley where 
they learnt about the operations of a 
small to medium sized businesses. 
The students focused on human re-
sources and how they manage the re-
cruitment process. 

During term three they had an oppor-
tunity to work alongside Deloitte, a 
consultancy company who deal in au-
diting and financial advising. 

Students took part in ‘Grow’ where 
they were challenged to take $5 and 
turn it into something more using their 
entrepreneurial skills. At the end of the 
four weeks, students presented their 
business plans and successes with a 
group of delegates from Deloitte. 

Year 13 Business
We had four Y13 business teams who 
performed very well in the planning 
and running of their business activities. Te Kāmeta is a sports-
wear business that has designed and developed a unique and 
versatile clothing item known as the buff scarf. The piece is ef-
fectively a “thneed” (the lorax) and can be worn in many different 
ways to cater for the needs of the wearer. 

It’s been awesome to have a platform to put my outdoors/sports 
passion into my schoolwork and share that passion with other 
people -Jeremy Phipps

Business Studies

BUSINESS AND COMPUTING
Kaipakihi Me Te Pūnaha Rorohiko
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Rangatahi Business Challenge
Twenty two of our year 10 business students were involved in the The Young 
Enterprise Rangatahi Business Challenge at Toi Ohomai this year. It was s a 
3-day fun and  interactive workshop for high schools in Rotorua. The students 
had the opportunity to develop work-ready skills and connect with Maori busi-
ness owners who shared their success stories.  Izon Epiha, PJ Crosbie, Bryanna 
Cassidy and Conrad Newton were part of the team who had the best solution 
for a business problem.

Westpac Young Innovator of the Year Award
We had Dale Noble and Kayleigh Waller from Western Heights selected as final-
ists of Westpac Young Innovator of the Year Award this year. They were inter-
viewed by the Ministry of Education who awarded Kayleigh Waller Young Innova-
tor of the Year. Congratulations Kayleigh!

Another exciting year in the ever changing world of Digital Technologies, with the big push for all schools to 
provide Digital literacy to students and the Government’s new innovative learning program. The demand for 
digitally skilled school leavers has identified the competencies, skill and knowledge we want for all our stu-
dents to equip them as digital citizens, and the skills students need to pursue digital technologies for NCEA 
and beyond. 

Digital Technologies is always reinventing itself with the purchase of professional Audio/Video equipment for 
video development, testing tablets for Application creation with Android and the re-introduction of Robotics 
to the curriculum, has really made this subject “The subject of CHOICE”.

This year was the first time we did not enter a team in the online esports game League of Legends NZ tourna-
ment due to the game being change to DODA. Hopefully next year LOL returns.

Computer Club this year has again been popular with students, held every Wednesday and Thursday in B10 
and B12 Computer Labs.  This year the club was run by Jay Leo Eparaima, who had great ideas for the club, 
but somehow the club turned into a minecraft club.  If you’re interested in joining the group in 2020, catch 
up with Mr Gear in B12 Computer Lab for more information.

Digital Technologies

BUSINESS AND COMPUTING
Kaipakihi Me Te Pūnaha Rorohiko
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The Science department has had a very success-
ful year with many activities throughout the year. 

The curriculum was covered in each of the strands 
of Living world, Material world, Physical world and 
Earth and Space Science. In the Year 11 curricu-
lum there was a trip to The Buried Village where 
the students learnt about the events and saw the 
artefacts of the 1886 eruption of Mt Tarawera. 

Orientation days were informative for the prospective students and showcased what we have to offer in Sci-
ence. The Level 3 Biology students enjoyed a day at Hamilton Zoo where they learnt about primate behaviour 
and could observe the chimpanzees. Some of our senior students helped record data for Massey University 
during the dissection of catfish specimens.    

SCIENCE
Pūtaiao

Right: Students at Buried Village
Below:  Students at view point overlooking Mt Tarawera 
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SCIENCE
Pūtaiao
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So you’re back doing English in 2019
And while you are reluctant, the teacher seems 
keen
To teach you about how to read and to write
And interpret the films you watch every night
To ‘decode’ they may say, looking out at the faces,
See the world through the eyes of those in differ-
ent places.
Because sometimes it’s words that do the most 
harm,
And it’s always words that hold all the charm,
It is up to you to watch what you say
But hopefully the stuff that you learn every day
Will help you realise that words are not what they 
seem
They are not just a caption under some funny new 
meme
They are how we navigate through our everyday 
lives,
A world where not everyone’s ego survives.
Some words have a history, some are shallow or 
deep
Some suddenly appear and some we choose not 
to keep
You may have a kerfuffle beside the icebox, 
You may gallivant away from someone with the 
pox,
Or the fridge might be the setting of a fight
And when someone is sick you wander off into the 
night,
Those two different lines mean the very same 
thing
But some words we throw out and to others we 
cling.
And, yes, you have to do English up until year 13
And yes, spelling and grammar may crash your 
daydream
And yes, there are speeches and posters to draw
And yes, some of our students will leave you in 
awe
Of their talent and skill as they present how they 
feel
In an essay or image or passionate speil 
They will speak or debate, they have something to 
say
And to quote Captain America, they “can do this 
all day”.
Because our words are how we say what we mean
So don’t be reluctant, be heard and be seen.

ENGLISH
Ingarihi
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ENGLISH
Ingarihi
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The purpose of Outdoor Recreation and Sport is to expose our students to the outdoor/adventure tourism 
industry through a variety of challenging outdoor activities.  The activities that students engaged in this year 
were: Adventure Based Learning Games, Rock Climbing, Abseiling, Mountain Biking, The ‘Tough Guy and Gal 
Challenge’ and Surfing.  Through participating in these activities students learn to:
 
● Develop learning through direct personal experience
● Develop intellectual, physical, spiritual, social and moral development through participating in 
 challenging outdoor experiences
● Build self-esteem and self-confidence
● Develop an awareness of the needs of others
● Learn how to negotiate risk safely, in a variety of contexts and environments
● Develop communication skills
● Develop management strategies for self and others
● Develop leadership skills
● Move outside their comfort zone

A real highlight this year again has been the Surfing!  Although we have had some difficult conditions, every-
one had a great time.  During this unit students learnt a lot not only about the skill of surfing, but how the 
ocean itself works, including gathering knowledge of wave formation, rip currents and ocean safety.  It was 
amazing to see all of our students grow and develop as the year went on and I know they will look forward to 
the challenges that await them next year!  We look forward to meeting the next group of keen ORSP students 
for 2020!

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH
Hākinakina Me Te Hauora

Outdoor Recreation and Sport
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The Drama year began with the Senior Drama students trip to the Pop Up Globe in Auckland to experience 
the production of William Shakespeare’s ‘Hamlet’.  

We then moved into preparing our pro-
duction of the play ‘Antigone’ written by 
Sophocles’  at the end of term one. Some 
found the Ancient Greek drama challeng-
ing, interesting and different to things they 
had done before. The Devised drama was 
structured around the stories of migrants 
in New Zealand and performances of ex-
cerpts from New Zealand plays were a 
highlight.

Junior Drama workshopped with ‘Toi Amai’, 
learnt the all important basic games of team 
work and co-operation, created and devised 
pieces and developed performance skills.

In class important notes learned over the year 
were to ‘focus in class and learn the script prop-
erly’, and that it was challenging to ‘remember 
lines all the time.’ 

DRAMA
Mahi Whakaari
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It has been a great privilege for me to join the WHHS family 
as the new Spanish teacher and to take over the long and 
sustained work done by Mrs Parker, teaching and promoting 
Spanish in Western Heights for close to 15 years. Her com-
mitment and support of students shows in the love for learn-
ing and the great command of the language all students in 
the Spanish programme show. I feel privileged to be able to 
continue and develop all the awesome work that happens 
around Spanish and the Languages Department.

One highlight of the year in the junior school has been the 
establishment of a Spanish pen pal agreement with students 
from Napier Girls High school. Under this, our year 10 stu-
dents exchanged letters in Spanish with their counterparts 
in Napier. The letter writing exercise helped our students 
discover how much Spanish they knew and how much they 
could communicate by writing. Besides that, they got to know 
about other students’ lives, experiences and their shared 
love for Spanish. We hope to continue our collaboration with 
Napier Girls and continue fostering the growth of Spanish in 
our students.   

This year in the senior school we were fortunate to have had 
several international students from Chile and Germany join 
our classes for different periods of time. Our local students 
have been great class hosts and have been very welcoming 
and supportive of our visitor students. In return, our interna-
tional students generously shared with us about their lives, 
cultures and costumes back in their home countries, making 
our classes more diverse, culturally rich and of course, full of 
their native and authentic Spanish. 

No Spanish class is fully complete without “Spanish Fiestas” 
and this year we have been able to celebrate several events 
incorporating sounds, colors and flavors from the Spanish 
world. One special celebration planned and organized by the 
year 13 students was Chile’s Independence Day which takes 
place on September 18th. On this day we replicated the cel-
ebratory events that all Chileans students are accustomed 
to. First, we decorated the classroom with Chile’s national 
colors and national flower: the Copihue. Then, we learned about “18 de Septiembre.” Food couldn’t be ab-
sent, so we cooked traditional Chilean dishes like “Completo” (Chilean sausage sizzle), “Sopapillas” (pump-
kin fritters with salsa) and “calzones rotos” (Chilean version of fried bread!). Besides preparing and tasting 
all these delicious foods, we also learn the steps and danced the Chilean national dance, La Cueca. Big 
‘gracias’ to our Chilean students for letting us experience Chile in such an important day!

Finally, it has been great to welcome back into WHHS our two year 11 students, Tian and Jade, who spent 3 
months as exchange students in Curacaví, Chile. They were hosted by Farmland School and had an incred-
ible experience being immersed in Chilean culture and way of life. Their Spanish skills have strengthened 
greatly and their command of the language is a gift they share with the class. In return, Anaís and Pia are 
spending 3 months in WHHS. I hope more WHHS students will take advantage of this great opportunity and 
venture to travel and live in Chile in the future. 

Felicitaciones to the class of 2019!  and I look forward to a very eventful and successful year in 2020. Proud 
to be Heights! 

Tomás Renna
Teacher in Charge of Spanish – WHHS

INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGES
Ngā Reo O Te Ao Whānui

Spanish

Clockwise from top left:
Year 11 Spanish students - part of the 

Farmland School Exchange in Chile
Letters from our NGHS friends

Year 12 Spanish – send off fiesta for Juri 
(German International Student)

Fiesta for Chile’s Independence day 
- preparing “completes”

Chilean Fiesta
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Japanese class is something that I really enjoy. I personally love learning about the culture of other people 
and in doing that, the language as well, as I am very mixed myself. Japanese was one of the first languages 
that I wished to learn and learning it at WHHS with Miss Motegi has made it a fun experience for me. In class, 
we get to understand festivals, when they happen and how they are celebrated. Also, majority of the class 
are on their way to “mastering” their first alphabet; Hiragana. Then Katakana and Kanji to follow. We even 
had a lesson on Origami and that was frustrating, but fun at the same time. Overall, it’s a super cool thing to 
be a part of, because everyone’s practicing with each other and along with that, being able to get closer to 
the language and as friends. Japanese is a super cool language that seems hard to learn, but after a while, 
it becomes more fun making it easier and enjoyable. I like learning Japanese. :)
Connie Clark

                                                                 This Japanese class, I have been learning Japanese with Motegi Sen-
sei, over the course of this term I have learnt so much in a very safe and supportive environment. We have 
learned classroom commands, how to say our name, the monthly festivals, what country were from, how to 
write all Hiragana characters and have started on Kanji. We’ve also learnt how to count!  I am really improv-
ing my Japanese language skills in Japanese class. I’m very happy to have chosen it as a subject. I really 
recommend picking it up yourself if you want to learn another language.
Eliza Diamond

Japanese is an amazing language to learn at least I have found it so. With Japanse I have found new confi-
dence in myself and the teacher is always there to help me if I haven’t done the character correctly. She’ll 
help in anyway possible and at the beginning of the year my teacher  explained to the 
class we can go to Japan at senior levels as an option for twenty one days with a cost of $5000. Also doing 
Japanese in the future we may be able to do gap year or get a job over in Japan. Honestly I love Japanese, 
its relatively hard but extremely fun.
Jarell Keane

INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGES
Ngā Reo O Te Ao Whānui

Japanese
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This year has been another busy 
one for the French department.  

Year 9s have enjoyed entertaining 
our visitors from College Portes 
de Fer, Noumea, New Caledonia.  
The group of 15 students and 
their two teachers visited at the 
end of Term 3 for 10 days, spend-
ing 2 days in school.  

The arrival of real live French 
speaking students brings the lan-
guage alive and students can test 
out their knowledge of French in 
a safe environment.  This intercul-
tural sharing is so important for 
both the New Caledonians and 
for the Heights students, to com-
pare and contrast their lifestyles.  

The New Caledonians enjoyed 
making pikelets in the Food department with Mrs Shaw and also sharing their dances with our students in 
Dance (thank you to Mrs Tahana-Prangnell) 

The usual visits to the Cafe de Paris have taken place with students using class time to visit the French cafe 
and order their food and drink in French. We have also  been very busy fundraising this year for our Europe 
trip in 2020.  Next year’s Yearbook entry will be epic.  

INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGES
Ngā Reo O Te Ao Whānui

French
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China Sister-School Exchange - 6-21 April
Destination :  Middle School Attached to Nanchang University 
  China Jiangsu Nanchang
Delegation:  WHHS Year 11 students Amelia Markham-Lumsden  
  and Emma Johnston and Tokoroa Forest View High  
  School Volcanics VC student Faith Healey
Once again our students were warmly received by MSANU (now 
renamed HSANU) at the airport by the International Department 
and homestay families. The girls made their formal speeches to the 
Principal Chen and Management team and presented their gifts. 
We were also formally welcomed by Honggutan Primary affiliated 
school where we engaged with enthusiastic students wanting to 
speak with foreigners! Our students felt like “movie stars’!

The 8 day intensive schooling and engagement with students and 
families went all too quickly. Our students made a positive impres-
sion on all.! They have experienced true warm hospitality and learnt 
much about living with Chinese families, going to school from 7am 
– 7pm, learning travelling around Nanchang a city of 2 halves: old 
and new of 6 million and coming home with deeper appreciation of 
cultural values of two countries.

Hosting China Sister-school HSANU - July 2019
Vice Principal Fang, 2 teachers and 8 students attended school 
with their buddies and enjoyed engaging with our Year 9 -13 stu-
dents and were impressed with Rotorua tourist sites and clean 
green environment.

Friendships continue to be strengthened through this meaningful 
people to people relationship between Western Height High and 
High School Attached to Nanchang University

Wellington Chinese Bridge Regional Speech Competition
 - May 2019
Pictured right, WHHS representatives James Porteous and Mele 
Veatupu together with WHHS Confucius Classroom sponsored  rep-
resentatives Whakatane High Jack Tamblyn and Forest View High 
Faith Healey as part of its outreach programme.

Confucius Classroom at Western Heights 
High School Project
The day was a joyous celebration of students’  
learning of Chinese. Excited students from 
Years 5 to 13 and native speakers presented 
their well- rehearsed speeches to a proud 
crowd of family, friends, principals and staff. 

21 Schools participated: (over 180 students) 
A record of participants in the Junior section.

INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGES
Ngā Reo O Te Ao Whānui

Chinese

Right: Emma, Amelia, Faith speaking at HSANU – promoting NZ 
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During their course, Year 9 Food Technology students studied a unit on “Steaming Food”.  After preparing 
and steaming dumplings in bamboo steamers in the classroom, the students then prepared lunch including 
steamed pudding which was taken to steam boxes in Ohinemutu.  A big thank you to our Food Technician, 
Sonja Beazley who organised all this and put them in the steam box early in the morning so the food would 
be ready by lunchtime.

Technology provides opportunities for our students to be creative and innova-
tive, expressing their ideas through design and construction methods. 2019 
has seen a hive of activity in the Fabric Technology department. During Au-
gust our senior students had the opportunity to enter the Pin’d Showcase in 
Tauranga where they competed against other schools in the Bay of Plenty. 
They worked tirelessly to create mock-ups and final prototypes for various 
categories in the competition. Our junior students have been working on de-
veloping their skills and have created sleepwear projects and ecobags.

TECHNOLOGY
Hangarau

Food and Fabric
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It has been another great year in the Materials Technology department with in-
creased numbers across all year levels. The students have enjoyed making a vari-
ety of projects this year and the quality has been of a high standard. 
Achievement in the Building construction and Engineering certificates continues 
and several students have been successful in gaining full time work.
The flow on from the level one and two Technology Achievement standards has 
proved very successful. The course has challenged staff and students to produce 
some high quality projects.
The facility has created an excellent environment for student learning and contin-
ues to be a draw card. 

Thanks to Mr Palmer, Mr Cass and Mr Isaacs for their efforts this past year.

Mr Bulkeley
Middle Leader

TECHNOLOGY
Hangarau

Hard Materials
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Zombieland - Paintball

Level Two Tourism students were able to experience Tourism by taking part in Zombieland (Paintball). A small 
group of 23 students were able to connect their classroom learning by understanding Adventure Tourism 
(adrenalin based activities) and Eco-Tourism; taking notice of the impact tourism can have on the environ-
ment.  Thank you to Shane Gilbert for supporting our activity to your Zombieland attraction.  Thank you also 
to Matua Dane for being brave and helping with supervision and to Matua Clint for helping out with trans-
portation.

TECHNOLOGY
Hangarau

Design and Visual Communication

SOCIAL SCIENCES
Pūtaiao Pāpori

Tourism
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One of the most popular topics studied in History is The Civil Rights Movement in the USA.  

This year our Year 11 History students had the privilege of traveling to Hamilton to 
hear Elizabeth Eckford describe her experiences as a 13 year old school girl attend-
ing the first integrated school in Little Rock Arkansas.   Elizabeth was one of nine 
African American students in a school of over 3000 white students and she was one 
of the group of nine African American teenagers dubbed the” Little Rock Nine”. Eliza-
beth described how she was subjected to daily verbal and physical abuse from white 
racist students and their parents, which has left her with Post Traumatic Stress Dis-
order.  As a participant in the integration of Little Rock Central High School in 1957 
her courage to seize the opportunity for a non-segregated education made history. 
In 1958 Governor Faubus closed all High Schools in Little Rock for the entire year to 
prevent African American children attending integrated schools, his actions meant 
that Elizabeth was unable to complete her schooling and was therefore unable to 
graduate.  Our students made the following comments about what had resonated 
with them 

“I was surprised that so many people at Little Rock Central High didn’t do anything about the racial bullying. Some-
thing that impressed me was that only one of the ‘Little Rock Nine’ retaliated against the bullying. It was shocking that 
the experience hurt Elizabeth so much that she got post traumatic stress disorder and for ages couldn’t talk about 
her experience.” - Isabel   

“I was shocked to know that what had happened around 60 years ago, is still impacting on her life today - psychologi-
cally. It had such a deep impact on her, I realised how far and how bad the verbal and physical abuse actually went.” 
- Paige
 
“I thought that Elizabeth Eckford’s speech was shocking, hearing what she experienced, as well as the rest of the 
black kids that were apart of the ‘Little Rock 9’. Hearing how she was racially targeted and verbally assaulted and also 
what she did to survive and keep her education shocked me.” - Caitlyn

“I learnt that Elizabeth Eckford had met the lady shouting at her in one of the two photos and she said we had a lot 
in common.” - Noah

“What I learnt was that people were so racist that they cancelled or closed all the schools just to get their way and 
what resonated with me was her ideal to resolve things by protesting  peacefully and not use violence.”  - Autumn  

SOCIAL SCIENCES
Pūtaiao Pāpori

History

WHHS Year 11 History Students and their teachers photographed with Elizabeth Eckford.
Note that due to Post Traumatic Stress Disorder Elizabeth Eckford is seated above the students . 
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2019 was an exciting year in the junior Social Stud-
ies curriculum. New programmes such as My Mahi 
and Sorted were introduced to help with pathways 
development and financial literacy. A cross-curricu-
lar scheme was trialled between English, Mathemat-
ics, Science and Social Studies in order to contextu-
alise learning for students. This involved a field trip 
to Skyline Skyrides and the use of the knowledge 
acquired to create plans for local tourist attractions. 

In other classes, students participated in social ac-
tions, particularly the Amnesty International Free-
dom Challenge, and carried out valuable learning 
around Human Rights, the Treaty of Waitangi and 
local history.

A disappointment this year was that Guta Gold-
stein, a Holocaust survivor who was doing a tour of 
schools, fell ill and was unable to speak to our stu-
dents. Hopefully we will be able to hear from a differ-
ent speaker in the near future.

In a fast changing and often confusing world, So-
cial Studies continues to try to help students make 
sense of what is happening around them.

Senior Social Studies Social Action

As part of our responsibility in a democratic society we should always be involved and question what is hap-
pening within our community.  As part of Senior Social Studies students are required to be involved whether, 
it is questioning our government, protecting the environment standing up for injustice this is an important 
part of our democratic society.

This year students Year 12 students were in-
volved in issues dealing with Human Rights, 
homelessness and immigration.  One of the 
social actions that the year 12 students were 
active with was the Love Soup campaign which 
provides food and resources to the homeless 
and families in need.  

As part of their involvement students organ-
ised a number of fundraising activities from 
bake sales to raffles they raised $350.00.  The 
class also spent time with Love Soup helping 
to distribute food from one of their distribution 
points.  

Another social action the Year 12’s were in-
volved with is the Ngongotaha stream restora-
tion where they spent the afternoon with the 
Ngongotaha community planting trees.

SOCIAL SCIENCES
Pūtaiao Pāpori

Junior Social Studies

Senior Social Studies
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2019 was another varied and successful year for the West-
ern Heights Geography Department. A few changes this 
year saw a renewed focus on local curriculum and issues. 

At level 3, the class studied natural and cultural processes 
within the Rotorua Caldera. Examining fluvial processes in 
the Ngongotaha stream and looking at tourism and event 
management with a field trip to the Crankworx Mountain 
Bike festival. The level 2 class enjoyed a trip to Tongariro 
National Park, culminating in the Tongariro Alpine Cross-
ing. 

Level one geography had two successful classes this year, 
and was a great success. We had our year 10’s in one and 
our year 11’s in the other. We had our annual trip to skyline 
where the students gathered information for one of their 
internal assessments ‘Sustainable tourism in Rotorua’. 
The students were offered four internal assessments, and 
2 external exams. The students showed great ability this 
year, with encouraging results. They will benefit from this 
year to allow them to have great success for next year. We 
hope most of the students take up level 2 Geography. We 
hope they achieve the results that they set out to achieve 
in their exam.  Thank you to Mr Robson, Mr Clarke and Mr 
Lynch on another successful year.

SOCIAL SCIENCES
Pūtaiao Pāpori

Geography
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Staff Changes
At the beginning of this year we welcomed Mr Christopher Worsnop to the Mathematics Department, and 
welcomed back Mrs Clare Slater. 

We also thank Mr Simon Bragger who taught Mathematics in Term 2.

2018 Cambridge International Examination Results

Year 11:
In Year 11, Jeremy Walshe was awarded an A in IGSCE Mathematics.

Year 13:
In Year 13, Juyong Shin was awarded an A and Chris Xu was awarded a B, in the final A-Level Mathematics 
examinations.

2018 NCEA Examination Results

The NCEA results were very pleasing in the Mathematics Department. Congratulations to Jack Apperley for 
gaining Scholarship Mathematics with Statistics; Jason Lee for gaining an Outstanding Scholarship in Math-
ematics with Statistics and Jason Lee also gained a Calculus Scholarship Award.  These two students are to 
be congratulated for their exceptional commitment and effort towards their Mathematics studies.

Mathematics Competition Winners 

Congratulations to the Year 9 and 10 WHHS Mathmind competitors.  The competition was held in the Hall, 
with our Year 13 Mathematics with Statistics students, who were the markers during the event.  Thank you 
to Mr Vermeullen for organizing and running the event.  Thank you to Mr Vermeulen  and Mr Breetvelt who 
took the winners and runners-up to the BOP Mathmind in Whakatane.

MATHEMATICS
Pāngarau

Year 10 Mathsmind Competition in the WHHS Hall
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Year 9 Mathmind winners were:
Edos Dixon, Southan Hurinui, Lachlan Irwin, Brayden McLaughlan, Harrison TeKurapa, Aimee Te Paa, Saven 
Tillard, Mirek Uchida.

Year 10 Mathmind winners were:
Zach Dunkley, Caeli Grigsby, Finlay Jefferies, Jovana Jotev, Chris Kang, Koha Mercep, Damian Robertson, 
Cole Topless.

MATHEMATICS
Pāngarau

Year 9 Mathsmind Team

Mirek Uchida
Lachlan Irwin

Edos Dixon
Saven Tilard

Year 10 Mathsmind Team

PJ Crosbie
Noah Wallace

Jayden Tamariki
Damian Cantwell

Year 10 Mathsmind Team

Armanii Marsters
Jerome Weko

Izon Epiha
Rileigh Barns-Rodway
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This year we have welcomed many international 
students and our students have made wonderful 
friendships with people from all over the world.  
Some have spent up to 3 years studying for university 
entry while others have been improving their English, 
enjoying a different way of life and experiencing the 
many activities that Western Heights and Rotorua 
has to offer.

We have had students from Japan, Hong Kong, 
Germany, Chile, Brazil, USA and Switzerland.

Our Sister school Beppu Shosei from Japan visited 
us once again this year which was a real highlight as 
always!  We also enjoyed short term group visits from 
our friends Otemon and Sagami High School.

This year also marked some significant changes to 
the international department at Western Heights.  
Sadly the students and staff farewelled Mrs Patti 
Sutton who has been a stalwart of the school for many 
years and since 2015 has created and developed the 
programme to what it has become today.  During this 
time she has offered her unwavering support to the 
students pastoral, academic, sporting, cultural and 
personal success.  She will be missed very much 
by students and staff alike.  However, we know your 
friends, family and grandchildren will enjoy having 
you all to themselves.  We wish you all the best on 
your retirement.

This marked the appointment of Sam Dunn as 
Director of International Students and Kris Haines 
as Homestay Coordinator.  All the staff involved with 
international are working to fill Patti’s shoes and to 
continue to develop the international programme at 
Western Heights.  Watch this space!

HEIGHTS INTERNATIONAL
Manuhiri Tūārangi
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2019 International Students and Staff
 Riri Fukushima Hiyo Kanda  Leon Schoene  Felipe Pena
 Amelie Heinelt Rikuri Nishida  Fabian Hoffmann  Yu Saito
 Hiroki Kondo  Pelle Rump  Alice Sin   Alisa Wetenkamp
 Daigoh Kuroda Juri Pilawa  Cedric Lehrl   Saika Konno
 Julian Leiting  Graham Green Kosei Maeda   Nanami Koyama
 Takuya Masuda Haruka Hajime Risako Nonaka  Narumi Asanuma
 Juri Shigeyama Ayaka Aogai  Rocio Contreras  Jiansi Li
 Valentin Goj  Sota Takahashi Fernanda Molina Lilo  Keita Umemoto
 Kilian Keen  Taiga Matsuya Florian Heise   Mei Sakamoto

 Deputy Principal:  Donella Wright  International Director;  Sam Dunn 
 Homestay Coordinator:  Kris Haines  International Administrator:  Raelynn Marks

Messages from International Students

“I made heaps of friends who made my life in NZ way better, Love my whanau!”

“I had a good time, thanks for the great experience”

“Thanks for the experience in NZ.  I will never forget that time and it will always stick with me”

“My 3 years couldn’t be better”

“My friends be kind to me”

“Every single day was awesome!”

“It is just amazing - finding new friends from all over the world, enjoying the time at school and also 
at my lovely host family.  I’ve learned so much and can say that I am a real Kiwi now!”

“It is a whole lot different, but a very nice experience to be in another country, having a new family 
and going to another school, I’m enjoying it!”

“A very nice and lovely experience, I have met lots of people and met lots of people and made friends”

“Definitely an unforgettable experience with good friends”

“I met so many nice people, it’s so sad that I have to leave them!”

“The best thing about my time at WHHS was my homestay family, 
I now have a second family on the other side of the world”

“The orientation programme at WHHS was so helpful, I didn’t have any problems”

“I really enjoyed my time here!  The country is so different from home 
and I have learned so many cool things that I am gonna remember my whole life”

“I now have family from eight different countries, I love you guys!”

“My experience here has been great, my host family is lovely and funny.  
Also, school is awesome and I love to go to the Redwoods”.

“WHHS made me feel like I was part of their family.  
The international staff did everything to make me feel at home here, I always felt so welcome.”

“I really like how you guys help us to find the right subjects and support us in school.  
I really enjoyed the South Island trip”.

“The school activities are awesome!”

“Make the most of all the opportunities you get!  Your time goes so fast!”

“Thank you for the amazing memories, I will never forget it!”

HEIGHTS INTERNATIONAL
Manuhiri Tūārangi
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2019 has been a very exciting year for music at Western Heights High School. We have seen many successful 
events such as, Rhapsody Rotorua, Heights Creative, Manawatu Jazz festival, Chamber Music Competition 
and Smoke Free Rock Quest. Many of our students have done very well at these events. As a department 
we have enjoyed an upgrade to our performance room with a completed stage and fantastic mural painted 
by Emily Wharekura.

I have been a member of the Jazz band for 4 years now and during that 
time I have made some of my most valuable memories. Performing my 
first solo in front of a crowd, competing at the Manawatu Jazz festival and 
also performing at the Thursday night market. Over the years I have seen 
our band grow and each member improve, some going on to gain very 
prestigious awards. Thanks to the efforts and persistence of the amazing 
teachers, Mr Adam Hague and Mr Paul Sanders we have been able to take 
out gold every year when we compete in the Rhapsody Rotorua festival 
which involves bands from all over New Zealand and Australia. The Western 
Heights Jazz Band gives opportunities for individuals to perform in gigs, 
which many members including myself were asked to do, and also to form 
smaller bands. Last year a smaller jazz fusion band was formed called 
Anything Down, involving some of the seniors in the band. The Jazz band 
is a very welcoming environment where novice and professional players 
can develop and express their musical talents, it becomes more than just 
a band and more like a family.

Kaylee Dredge

MUSIC
Toi Pūoro

Jazz Band
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I have been involved with the school choir for 5 years and have had the opportunity to see it grow and achieve 
so many things. This year our two choirs competed in the Big Sing competition and it was an awesome 
experience to perform in front of a crowd and be able to feel proud of the improvements we made throughout 
the beginning of the year. We also performed at the Anzac Parade, Heights Creative and at various community 
group events.   It has been really awesome to see 
a really strong bass and tenor vocal range with the 
growing number of boys joining the choir. The choir 
has been a really enjoyable experience where you 
get to meet so many different people with a similar 
interest and create a family like environment with 
so much support, none of this would have been 
possible without our outstanding pianist Kathryn 
Lauder or our amazing choir conductor Evelyn 
Falconer who moulds the choir into something 
we can all be proud of. Throughout my years of 
doing choir I have thoroughly enjoyed all the 
opportunities I have been able to be a part of and 
I wish you all the best for the years to come. 

Denver Graves

MUSIC
Toi Pūoro

Choir

Chamber Group
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DANCE
Ngā Tini Kanikani



    WESTERN HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL 37

Another jam-packed year for the subject of Dance. Students came with me in the beginning of the year to 
watch the musical Madiba based on the life of Nelson Mandela, followed by a visit from Otis Herring to learn 
an African Dance for our Year 12/13 Dance students. 

In February, students experienced their first site-specific dance performance at the Hamilton Gardens Arts 
Festival called ‘Back of the Bus’ where we drove around the city of Hamilton on a bus watching a wonderful 
dance/drama performance based on French culture. 

We were visited once again by Greydis Liranza to teach Latin dance to my Year 11, 10dance and Spanish 
and Te Maru classes. She has always offered free class lessons to Western Heights High School as part of 
the Cuban Festival.
  
Excel Performing Arts students came to do a dance workshop with dance students focusing on commercial 
Hip Hop and isolations. 

We have accomplished a lot this year. I have maintained the belief in the Tuakana/Teina model where Senior 
Dance students learn to teach  junior classes, creating confidence and moulding junior dancers to become 
leaders within this subject. 

DANCE
Ngā Tini Kanikani
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TE AKORANGA

  

E te tikapa o te rangi e tangi iho nei e tangi, 
e tangi e tangi hotu nei! 

E te Kahurangi Maria, 
Te Ruahine o Ngāti Whakaue, 

Te Ruahine Whakangungu, 
Te Ruahine o Ngakau-mahaki.  

E noho whētuki tonu te marea i tō kaponga 
Engari mā tō Pākārito koe e ora tonutia 

mō āke, āke, āke tonu atu. 
Moe mai rā e hoa i roto i ngā ringakaha o te Runga Rawa

Hai te wā e tika ana tātou e tūtakitaki anō

Aroha pono  

A picture speaks a thousand words 
of the woman He tākoha nā Maria

Clockwise from top left:  He Rangatahi 
He Anamata;  Kaitahi;  Kaitoa Mekemeke 
Moengaroa  Kahu Rangiawha;  Te Whaka-

mataku Pahu;  Storytelling Tech Week;    
Storytelling  Tech Week Ako;  Storytelling 

Tech Week1;  Centre:  Minenga 
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TE ROOPŪ MANAAKI



40     WESTERN HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL

Thursday 23rd May 2019, once again the Pasifika Students’ voices were heard throughout the Waiariki/Bay 
of Plenty, with our very own Pasifika Speech Competition. This year the competition was once again held at 
Harvest Church.

What a colourful day it was, with Pasifika Students’ from around the Waiariki/Bay of Plenty coming together 
to not only be proud of where they come from, but to have a platform to be able to deliver their speech in 
either English or in their own Pasifika language.

This year WHHS had entered 8 speakers, 4 who 
chose to speak in their mother tongue and the 
other 4 chose to speak in the English section,

This year the students were once again given the 
opportunity to select a topic that they felt was 
close to home..

Of the 8 students who entered, the Pasifika stu-
dents of WHHS came away with 6 placings, and 
once again the highest overall of all the schools 
that entered  the competition.

1st Place Senior English: Rahera Walters - “I am 
more than what you see”
3rd Place Senior English: Tamahou Smith- “I am 
more than what you see”

1st Place Senior Niuean: Sailah-Jayee Morris-Viti 
- “Toka mata ha mautolu a tau tupuna mai faka-
mua, ai maeke ke galo” (Living through the eyes 
of our ancestors)

1st Place Junior Tokelauan: Alo Vulu-Lafu” Ko ai 
Au?” (Who am I?)
2nd Place Senior Tokelauan: Mele Kauwale “Kote 
olaga nei i na mata o oku tupuna” (Living through 
the eyes of our ancestors)

1st Place Junior Kiribati: Connie Clark “Global 
Warming”

The students continue to not only make me very 
proud for taking up the challenge, but for taking 
pride in who they are and who they represent. It’s 
been an amazing journey with the Pasifika stu-
dents of WHHS and look forward to watching the 
students succeed in many more opportunities 
that’ll be coming their way..

Momoli atu le Faafetai Lava i tamaiti pasifika, mo 
le lagolagoina lenei fa’amoemoe.  I wouldn’t have 
been able to get through this day without the help 
and continuous support from Mrs White. 

Ia manuia
Miss Setu-Galo

PASIFIKA
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This year has been productive for Heights Pasifika. We were very lucky to have colourful  Hawaiian skirts 
made by Tiffiany Orlob Murfitt, a parent at Western Heights High School.  The students wanted to give back 
to the community, performing for the Disco evening at the Kids.com Central Educare as a dress rehearsal, 
than performing the next day at the Rotorua Pasifika Day. We  fundraised for the local Muslim community by 
selling our fabric flowers and Ei head pieces on the day. 

We also committed ourselves to a Fundraiser night for a young girl, Jazz Vi-
damo who was raising funds to make it to Hollywood for the World Champion-
ships of Performing Arts 2019 representing New Zealand. She recently was 
awarded the World Champion Division winner and has won Gold and 4 silvers 
medals during the competition. 

Heights Pasifika performed at the Youth One Chance Awards and was a nomi-
nee for Best Performance Group. 

During term 2 into the beginning of term 3, Heights Pasifika students Nane 
Ivitu Fogavai-Kaye, Maletina Semi and Mele Kauwale taught the Kaimanga 
Reo class of Kawaha Point the Samoan Sasa, Cook Island Drum dance and 
Hawaiian for their production of the story the migration of the Te Arawa Waka. 

We are still finding our way as a group and will continue to build and grow 
Heights Pasifika for next year.   Thank you to the Acting Principal, Teaching 
staff, Tiffany Orlob Murfitt and the community for all your support.

Heights Pasifika: Nane Ivitu Fogavai-Kaye, Mele Kauwale, Maletina Semi, 
Sailah-Jayee Morris-Viti, Mele Veatupu, Kobee Lacy-Rameka, Lauryn Nicholls, 
Genvieve Davis-Leo, Awhina Rihari-Davis, Naomi Iraia, Aimee Te Paa,  Ebony 
O’Brien, Rihan Stewart-Reid, D’Velle Tarawa, Arawhetu Waipoua-Bryers, Alex-
andra Tutbury, Kiana Millar, Pelo Sio, Connie Clark, Sese Beniamin, Patience 
Hiki, Hannah Stanley, Cody Kerekere, Riri Fukushima, Horiana Ripia, Tayla 
Aitu, Hazel Whibley, Jimmie Setu-Galo, 

PASIFIKA



42     WESTERN HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL

DANCE NZ MADE

Western Heights High School Junior Hip Hop team“Intensified”and Senior Contemporary duo“Connect” 
reigned supreme as they took top honours at the 2019 DanceNZmade competition.

Presented by Dean McKerras, DanceNZmade celebrates and embraces strength, diversity and the passion 
of dance in New Zealand. The annual competition was held on Saturday night at the Regent Broadway,  
Palmerston North in front of a sell-out crowd.

After qualifying in the regional competition in Rotorua earlier this year, Intensified, seven Year 9/10 students 
began extensive rehearsals under the direction of Year 11 Dance student and Choreographer Shawney Ma-
gill.

Shawney says, “The Western Heights High School Junior Team are passionate and dedicated to dance, we 
are lucky to have our very own dance studio on campus and a lot of senior dancers to aspire to. I am so 
proud of each and every one of my students and I can’t wait to see what next year brings”.

Entering into the Duo/Trio National Competition for the first time, Year 13 Dance student Cait Robinson and 
Year 12 Dance student Isabella Buhian were shocked when they were announced as the Year11/13 Senior 
duo/trio National Champions. 

Cait says, “At first I thought they were talking about someone else until I realised that it was Isabella and I, 
then I just couldn’t believe it! We won.” 

The Dance Teacher of Western Heights High School, Te Ao Tahana-Prangnell, says the calibre of dance this 
year was very high, “This weekend has been very successful for my students, coming away with two national 
titles as well as runner up placings. This is the first year we have won a Junior category and Duo/Trio cat-
egory. I am very proud of them and all the hard work they put into this competition”.

Cait Robinson also received overall second runner up and top regional winner in the Solo category.

Dance students Akasha Kelly, Pania Paul and Sam Patangan of Trio also received second runner up in the 
Duo/Trio Open category.
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DANCE NZ MADE
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HEIGHTS CREATIVE
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Heights Creative is a showcase of the talent of students at Western Heights High School.  Every year West-
ern Heights High School presents Heights Creative which is a selection of successful talented students at 
WHHS.  It gives the students the opportunity to perform in a professional situation to showcase their skills.

MCs - Tyler Barrett, Emily Wharekura, Denva Graves, Tamahou 
Smith

Te Maru - accompanied by Paul Sanders
Angela Andrews, Emilija Berry, Ben Chester, Jakob Fisk, Ben 
Grant, Brodie Hardiman, Zane Karaka, Cassidy Marr, Sean Mor-
rison, Matthew Peak, Reuben Pooley, Keyarn Pulford, Horiana 
Ripia, Jessica Sherbourne, Troy Stampa, Hannah Walmsley, de 
Richa Witoko,Te Waikura Witako

Don’t look at me! - Cait Robinson
 
Genesis - choreographed by Kiri Tuhakaraina
Dancers:  Kiri Tuhakaraina, Shania Hawkins, Megan Olive, Jess 
Wharekura, Ngawai Clendon, Laurana Taylor, Akasha Kelly, 
Shawney Magill and Liana Pont

Heights Pasifika - Nane Kaye-Ivitu Fogavai. Lauryn Nicholls, 
Mele Kauwale, D’Velle Tarawa, Genevieve Davis-Leo

S.A.P - Sam Patangan , Akasha Kelly, Pania Paul 

‘Nga Pou Wahine’, ‘Lizzy’s’ monologue - Kerehi Tamati 

Rock Band - Darcy Kusab, Jaxon Leonard, Huntar Clarke

Choir - Evelyn Falconer (Choir Director) Kathrine Lauder (Ac-
companist), Amy Brunt, Gemma Brunt, Isabel Carman, Tilly Ch-
ishom, Connie Clark, Gina Fischer, Denva Graves, Cate Gulliford, Alex Hamil, Rebecca Jones, Chloe Marshall, 
Dara Mohi, Amber Patterson, Ash Rakels, Ellie Sharplin, Hannah Stanley, Tamahou Smith, Jayden Tamariki, 
Aime Te Paa.      

Silence - Ciahn Kelly, Kerehi Tamati, Bryly Bartlett, Sariah-Dawn Hulton

Connect - Cait Robinson, Isabella Buhian 

‘Much Ado about Nothing’, Act 1 Scene i, by William Shakespeare - Directed by Keely Bell
Cast: Denva Graves, Tamahou Smith, Kesia Shoebridge, Maia Harrison, Jago Watson, Jessica Dudson, Isaac 
Kleine, Alyssa Smith, Brittany Checkley, Gabrelle Loffley, Gabby Beaufill.

Heights Classical - Heewon Park, Carly Williams (Teacher - Katherine Lauder)

Intensified - choreographed by Shawney Magill.  Dancers: Dallas Magill, Keira Hewitt, Charlotte O’Brien, 
Sam Patangan, Pania Paul, Charlotte Lund and Saraya Hemana.

Musical Trio - D’Velle Tarawa, Huntar Clarke and Albert Tamaki 

Jazz Band - led by Paul Sanders, Danika Batty-Waugh, Kaea Perfect, Kaylee Dredge, Matthew Wallbridge, 
Lily McNeil, James Burton, Xanthus Anderson, Maia Rangiahua, Dara Mohi, Riley Mills-Hope, Xander Hague, 
Curtis Hewitt, Rachel Reed, Leon Sharplin, Thor Sulano, Kevin Hubard, Meihana McGee, Huntar Clarke, 
Jasmin Clarke

We would like to thank and acknowledge the following people:
Bronwen Ropiha, Adam Hague, Te Ao Prangnell

Hiroki Kondo - Cover Art
Our Parents, Our WHHS Community, Our Staff and Teachers

Production Crew
Summer Jenkins, Rachel Reed, Heewon Park,Keeley Carr,  Tumamao George, 

Jaewon Kim, Ben Todd, Zach Jans, Kaea Perfect, Leigham Dender                

HEIGHTS CREATIVE
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Every year the nationwide University of Otago Sheilah Winn Shakespeare Festival competition. Budding 
performers from all over the country work hard to create Elizabethan magic with Shakespeare’s wonderful 
language.  There is an opportunity to compete at national level in Wellington and to win a trip to The Globe 
in London.

Three teams from WHHS entered the festival competition this year with excerpts from ‘Much Ado About 
Nothing’, ‘Romeo and Juliet’ and ‘The Tempest’.  Students worked long and hard over a number of weeks 
to perfect their performance.  We had success with 
Nariah Ward winning the Best Under 16 Performer, 
Denva Graves winning Most Promising Performer and 
our ‘Tempest’ performers winning Best Understanding 
of Shakespeare’s text.

Students involved were:  

Tamahou Smith Denva Graves
Kesia Shoebridge Jessica Dudson
Maia Harrison  Jago Watson
Sarn Kaur  Chloe Marshall
Ashton Kusabs Stephanie Davy
Brittany Checkley Megan Gulliford
Kaea Perfect Taylor Takiwa.

SHEILAH WINN SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL
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A small group of students led by Sean Johnston decided to try the 48 Hour Film Festival. This competition 
consists of having 48 hours to write, shoot and edit a final piece to upload before the cut off time, then to 
be judged and then showcased regionally.  It was a huge learning curve on how to work under pressure as 
a team and what we can do better for next year. We felt a huge accomplishment of the end piece called 
‘Laughing Stock’. 

A big thanks to

• Leon Sharplin and Amy Brunt for the amazing job they did 
on the music - you guys are awesome!

• Denva Graves and Tamahou Smith for all the amazing ef-
forts throughout the weekend 

• Liam Walker for the excellent editing!
• Mrs Prangnell, Mrs Hemana, Mrs Rophia, Miss Irwin and 

Mr Gear for coming into school and allowing us to be able 
to complete this project!

• Our amazing acting team Alyssa Smith, Tumamao George, 
Berrie Kruger, Chloe Marshall and all the extras for the 
great last minute planning and acting - you guys are awe-
some

• Our camera/tech team, Amelia Markham-Lumsden, Mat-
thew Wallbridge, Braedyn Veysi, Jayden Tamariki) who did 
a great job keeping up with the pace and ensuring every-
thing was in place for the editors.

• Our support team, Anja Sakrzewski, Emma Johnston, Brit-
tany Checkly who helped out with general jobs and kept 
our team flowing.

Thank you to the Acting Principal, Teaching staff, Mrs Wright 
and the community for all your support. 

48 HOUR FILM FESTIVAL
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The Duke of Edinburgh is an International award where stu-
dents are recognised for their participation,  perseverance 
and commitment in the following areas, learning a new skill, 
physical activity, community service and adventure in the out-
doors.The Award is available at Bronze, Silver and Gold level.  
This year we went on a Bronze overnight Tramp to Hot Water 
Beach on Lake Tarawera.

STUDENT COUNCIL

DUKE OF EDINBURGH

Above from left:  Xander Hague, Keeley Carr, Tian Hewetson, Grace 
Marchant, Gina Riach-Fischer, Cate Gulliford, Morgan McCormick, 
Emma Johnston, Ethan Mackay



    WESTERN HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL 51

End of Year Peer Support Leadership – Lake Okareka

Students gained leadership skills by participating in team 
building activities to prepare them for leadership responsi-
bilities with our Year 9 students starting this year.  

All students showed integrity, contribution, organisation, ex-
cellent communications skills, and support for each other 
and fun.  Thank you to Te Waiariki Purea Trust, to Emma 
Cooper and Nicky and Curtis Hemana for supporting stu-
dents and being our chefs on the Barbeque, providing our 
nourishment for the day.

PEER SUPPORT
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The Rotorua Road Safety Youth Expo is a free programme for Year 11 students that aim to ‘change attitudes 
and improve choices’ our young people are making in relation to driving, peer pressures, and alcohol/drugs. 

ROAD SAFETY YOUTH EXPO
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The Gateway programme is designed for students who display a clear direction toward a specific career path. 
Students gain work experience, workplace training, and unit standard achievements which are related to 
industry.

A requirement is for each student to gain an additional 20 NCEA credits to their timetabled subjects. When-
ever possible, unit standards will be designed around each individual student and their specific place of 
work, and will also contribute towards their NCEA achievements.   
2019 has seen the Gateway programme prove popular with senior students. The traditional areas of en-
gineering, teaching, electrical, plumbing, hospitality, and animal care have once again proven the most 
sought-after placements.

Once more this year WHHS has been part of the Red Shirts in Schools and SEEDS 
Gateway programmes run by the Warehouse and Countdown respectively. For 
ten weeks students attend one of the programmes, gaining over twenty level 2 
credits upon successful completion. A number of WHHS students have gained 
part-time work at Warehouse and Countdown as a direct result of completing the 
Gateway programme.

Swimming NZ has again provided the opportunity to gain the Level 3 National 
Certificate in Recreation and Sports (Aquatics), gaining 42 level 3 credits while 
doing so.

At Western Heights High School we have developed excellent relationships with 
employers and as a result have been able to place students in a broad range 
of areas, including: education, aviation, engineering, hairdressing, construction, 
diesel engineering, electrical supply, animal care, retail, hospitality, plumbing, 
early childhood education, landscaping, joinery, welding, and radiography. 

A big thank you to all the local businesses that have 
supported us so enthusiastically throughout 2019:

Kawaha Point School; Patchell Industries; TRV Build-
ers; Gough Cat; Leishman Electrical; SPCA; Third 
Place Café; BoP Plumbing & Gas; Tristan Hall Elec-
trical; BestStart Pukuatua; Goodrick Landscapes; 
Lee Brothers Joinery; Precision Gears; Ross Gardin-
er Plumbing; Hillcrest Electronic Servicing; Absolute 
Access; Hale Electrical; Mamaku Garage; BestStart 
Fairy Springs; Lakes District Health Board 

GATEWAY

Danielle Fawcett
Kawaha Point School

Reilly Shortall
BoP Plumbing & Gas

Kesia Shoebridge
SPCA

Liam Gilbert
Precision Gears

Cameron Huxford
Aerohire Whakatane 

Alan Ashley
Absolute Access

Bailey Punter
Patchell
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The Western Heights High School’s Interact Club has focused 
on two main events this year. We supported Pink Shirt Day 
by spreading awareness about bullying and raising money for 
the Mental Health Foundation. We also focused on preparing 
and hosting our Fred Hollows quiz, which was a great 
success. A big thank you to all the club members who helped 
our fundraising efforts. The picture is of our club members 
who helped with our money collection at Pink Shirt Day. Our 
leadership team this year was as follows Sean Johnston and 
Tamahou Smith (Presidents), Anja Sakrzewski (Treasurer), 
Keeley Carr (Secretary). 
Sean Johnston 

BOPSS Championships
Division 1 Girls Singles
Summit Redpath - 1st place

Division 2 Girls Singles
Kaea Nepia - 1st place

Girls Pairs
Summit Redpath and Kaea Nepia - 1st place

NZSS Championships
Plate Singles
Summit Redpath - 2nd place

Girls Pairs
Summit Redpath and Kaea Nepia - 12th place

The Ki O Rahi team placed 4th at 
BOPSS Championships held at RGHS.

KI O RAHI

INTERACT

INDOOR BOWLS

BOPSS Indoor Bowls Team

K Nepia, M Grant, S Redpath, D Hawe, C Pihema-Patterson
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GET TO GO

Team Blue
Koby Grimes, Alexa Harvey-Macrae, Aliyah Marsh, Brenna Caulfield,

Jordon Forster, Jack Sands, Charlie, Caeli Grigsby, Mrs Hemana

Team Green
Xander Hague, Finn Gulliford, Patrick Duncan, Sam Gifford, Joshua Gifford, 

Reegan Edwards, Ciaran Gower, Jamie Hall

Gina Fisher, Kelly Ferguson, Gemma Fitzgerald, Grace Marchant Kiri Tuhakaraina, Summer Jenkins, Jeremy Phipps, Tikitau Tomo

Left: Daniel Breitler, Jeffery Scott, Ethan Clarke, Marty Morris,

Team Purple/Red
 (no photo)

Kyra Burns, Saraya Hemana, Keira Hewitt, Taiwhakaea Loffley, Kaea Nepia, 
Alo Vulu-Lafu,Blake Moore, Kyra Kiernan, Aquaysia Larson-Taoho, Marama Pehi, 

Georgia Perrett, Ocean Redpath, Leiviane Wilson
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Badminton at Heights continues to grow. We have had around thirty 
five players training regularly at the Rotorua Badminton Hall on Tues-
days during Terms 2 and 3 and a similar number playing socially on 
Fridays. Two of our players, Wena and Piri Ammunson-Fuller, repre-
sented the Bay of Plenty at regional level.

As usual, the first competitions were the Central BOP Qualifiers, held 
at the Rotorua Badminton Hall in Term 2. We had a record number of 
players competing in these tournaments this year; five junior teams 
and seven senior teams – forty eight players in all! Five of those 
teams qualified for the BOP Finals. Our best result was the Senior 
Boys ‘Gold’ team (Mathis Turgeon-Roy, Jamie Shepherd, Jonathan Pi-
laar and Ashton McGarvie) who won all of their games in Tauranga in 
Term 3 to take home gold medals from Division Two.

At the end of the season, our club had its annual Singles and 
Doubles Championships. The champions for 2019 are:

Singles
Junior Girls Amber Patterson 
Junior Boys Piri Ammunson-Fuller 
Senior Girls Grace Marchant  
Senior Boys Mathis Turgeon-Roy 

Doubles 
Junior Boys Piri Ammunson-Fuller and Daigoh Kuroda 
Senior Boys Mathis Turgeon-Roy and Valentin Goj  

Junior and Senior Girls - not contested

Many thanks go to Mr Murtagh and Mrs 
Asby for supervising social badminton every 
Friday, to Mr Donne for restringing our rac-
quets and to our wonderful Sports Co-ordi-
nator, Mrs Kaye-Ivitu, for all of her support. 
Lastly, well done to all of the players for their 
effort in training and in matches and for con-
sistently representing Western Heights High 
School with honour. I look forward to 2020! 

Nga mihi.
Mr G Slater - TIC Badminton

BADMINTON
Pūkura

Junior Girls CBOP 2019

Senior Boys BOP Finals 2019

Right:  CBOP Juniors 2019;  Below:  CBOP Seniors 2019
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GIRLS FOOTBALL
Poiwhana Tamawāhine

The Western Height High School Girl’s Football team had a great season with a significant number of new 
players on the team. It was excellent to see some players picking up the sport for the first time and those 
more experienced stepping up to teach and help them. 

In the local Wednesday night league, we had mixed results with wins 
against both of Rotorua Lakes High School teams, Tokoroa, and Tau-
hara #2. Unfortunately, games were lost to John Paul College, Tau-
hara #1, and Taupo-nui-a-tia College. 

As a way to wrap up the season this year, a locals ‘Tournament Day’ 
was hosted for the first time by Tokoroa High School. This was a 
day with five shorter games played. The girls thoroughly enjoyed 
the day and ended up two wins, two losses, a draw and very tired 
legs! A special mention must go to Emma McDougall and Alyssa 
Carnell who have been assets to the team for the last five years 
and have been incredible leaders on and off the field this year. As 
well as these girls, we are also farewelling Zara Lambert Mills and 
Grace Kiff. Thank you all for your energy and efforts over the past 
five years, we will miss you!

Also, a special thank you to Rob Frame and Andrew Gibbs who all 
helped at varying stages of the season. We would not be able to do 
this without you, so thank you. 

Finally, Alyssa Carnell was announced as the Waibop Football Federation Women’s Bay 1 player for the year. 
Congratulations! 

Mrs A Perry 
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BOYS FOOTBALL
Poiwhana Tamatāne

This year was another great season for Western Heights High School Football teams. We had two teams in 
the local competition consisting of both competitive and social players keen to get out there and give football 
a go. This season was all about rebuilding our teams and was for players to progress to higher skill levels 
and enhance their football game sense. As well as players stepping up and taking leadership roles within 
the teams.

The Senior team finished 2nd overall in the local competition which consisted of a couple of Junior players 
and some players playing football for the first time. They had some good games and progressed well through-
out the season. The Junior team consisted of a few key players and some players new to the game. They were 
the only Junior team playing in the local competition and had some good results. The Junior team finished 
7th in the local competition as most of their games were against first XI teams which was a massive achieve-
ment. After round one we selected the 1st XI football team to represent Western Heights High School at the 
National Winter Tournament which was made up of Years 13s down to Year 9s.

The football family at Heights would like to say a huge thank you to Mary Hamill, Wendy Hague, Adam Hague 
and Nathan Lynch for managing, helping out and being amazing support throughout the season. Also we 
would like to thank Mark Enright for his time and support at the start of year and Dayne Willemsen for their 
outstanding contribution throughout the year with coaching and his overall enthusiasm towards Western 
Heights Football. Lastly, Heights Football would like to say a massive thank you for the support and encour-
agement from the supporters and family members who came along each week throughout the year, it is 
greatly appreciated.  

Western Heights 1st XI Football Team competed at the NZSS Rex Dawkins Satellite Football Tournament at 
Crown Park, Taupo from 2nd to 6th September, 2019.  There were 24 teams competing and the competition 
was very fierce but exciting to watch.  Despite the losses the boys enjoyed the experience and opportunity to 
showcase their football skills on the field. 

Highlights were games against Matamata and Glenfield, where everyone started playing with heart and 
prevented the teams from scoring therefore a penalty shootout was awarded with Glenfield and Matamata 
winning.  They battled hard all week and fatigue and injuries were major factors. 

Junior Boys Team

1st XI
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Most Valuable Player of the tournament was Hiroki Kondo (pictured right), and oth-
er standout players were Thomas Sparrow (captain), Ciaran Gower, Samuel Gifford, 
Jamie Hall, James Macdonald, Cam Ingram, Trinity Andrews, Charlie Apperley. A 
huge thank you to Dayne Willemsem who came in last minute as Coach, Dayne 
showed lots of enthusiasm and support.  Massive thanks to Dagmar Sparrow who 
was our amazing Chef (the food was divine) and Mary Hamill for her awesome sup-
port.  Lastly thanks to the parents for your support and we farewell Year 13 boys 
Hiroki Kondo and Cam Ingram and wish them all the  best for the future. 
Results:
Glendowie 0-2    Rongotai  0-5
St Bedes  1-5    Thames  2-7
Matamata  2-4 (penalty shoot out) Glenfield  2-4 (penalty shoot out)

A very special thanks to Lion Foundation for funding our team’s accommodation.

In October 2019 twenty junior leadership students 
went to the Hillary Outdoor Education Centre in Ton-
gariro for 5 nights. The students were abseiling, rock 
climbing, tramping, cooking, cleaning, making shel-
ters, tying knots and carabinas and learning how to 
survive and lead others in the outdoors. 

Group 1: Sophie May, Gemma Brunt, Zach Dunkley, 
Xander Hague, Tyra Harrison, Byron Holdem, Naria 
Meredith, Calais Ratahi, Tegan Sutton, Jayden Tama-
riki.
Group 2: Stormy Comer, Izon Epiha, Caprice Green, 
Koby Grimes, Jamie Hall, Maia Harrison, Alexa Har-
vey-Macrae, Wairua Jackson-Williams, Leo Penn, 
Leah Whare.

Hiroki Kondo - Tournament MVP

HILLARY OUTDOOR EDUCATION JUNIOR LEADERSHIP CAMP
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The Volleyball season started in February this year with the New Zealand 
Beach Volleyball Championships that were held at Mount Maunganui. Our 
Senior Boys Team consisted of Cole Gillespie and Joshua Tiplady. The team 
made it through pool play with some comfortable wins. In the quarter-final we 
won 2-0. This set up a semi-final against Spotswood College but unfortunately, 
we lost in a tight one 1-2, Spotswood went on to win the final. This meant we 
were in the 3rd and 4th playoff match against Tauranga Boys College. We won 
this game convincingly 2-0 and received bronze medals. Cole Gillespie was 
named in the under 19 New Zealand Beach Training Squad.

The season then moved indoors with the Western Heights High School Se-
nior Boys Volleyball team travelling to Tauranga to contest the Bay of Plenty 
Championships. The team played through the first two rounds of pool play with 
mixed results but did enough to secure a semi-final spot against Otumoetai 
College. The team were untroubled winning 3-0. In the final we would meet 
unbeaten Trident High School. In a very close game our boys were able to build 
pressure at the right times and went on to win 3-2. The team received Gold 
medals and the Phil George Trophy.

The team headed to Palmerston North as defending champions to contest the 
51st New Zealand Secondary School Volleyball Championships. After winning 
the Bay of Plenty Volleyball Championship in a tight final against Trident High 
School, the boys were looking forward to a big week at Nationals. There were 
174 teams in action and the tournament was played over 5 days. 

BOYS VOLLEYBALL
Poirewa Tamatāne
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In Pool play, Western Heights came up against Taita College (won 3-0), Tauran-
ga Boys College B (won 3-0) and Spotswood College (won 3-1). This meant the 
team progressed into the crossover section of the tournament to play against 
other unbeaten sides. In cross overs, the team played Hillcrest College (won 
3-1), Manurewa College (won 3-0) and Tauranga Boys College (won 3-1). This 
put the team through to the quarter finals where they would meet Rangitoto 
College who our boys played and beat in the Grand-final the previous year. Our 
boys played well structured volleyball and came away with a 3-0 win. De La 
Salle would be our opponents in the semi-final, the Auckland Champions. In an 
extremely tense game we came away with a 3-2 win. We would meet Tauranga 
Boys College who had progressed through on the other side of the draw in the 
final. The boys played very well but lacked the energy of the previous day’s play.  
In a tight one the boys went down 1-3 and received silver medals. Two players 
made the tournament team, Joshua Tiplady and Kiwa Johnstone. 

We would like to thank our coaches Paora Morrison and David Apete for their 
efforts and time they have put into the team. 

Team: 

Hemaia Tauroa-Apete (captain), Kiwa Johnstone, Joshua Tiplady, Cole Gillespie, 
Kapua Manihera-Double, Kienan McCollum, Tyler Barrett, Robert Fiaola, Logan 
Wood, Kobe Hewitt

2019 Achievements
New Zealand Beach Volleyball 
Championships (3rd)
Bay of Plenty Senior Secondary 
Schools Volleyball Championships 
(1st)
New Zealand Secondary School 
Volleyball Championships (2nd)

Volleyball Scholarships 2020
Billy Johnstone – University of Al-
berta
Tyran Gillespie – University of Mount 
Olive
Joshua Tiplady – Missouri Valley 
College

BOYS VOLLEYBALL
Poirewa Tamatāne

Previous page from top:
Cole Gillespie -  Bronze Beach Volleyball

Team at the opening ceremony
Robert Fiaola

Starting 6 and Libero

This page from top:
Logan Wood Serve

Kiwa Johnstone -  Middle attack
Three Man Block - Final



62     WESTERN HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL

At the end of last year we had two Junior Girls Teams 
compete in the Junior Bay of Plenty Champs.

The Junior B team, Rileigh Barnes-Rodway, Ngarangi 
Biddle, Brenna Caulfield, Courtney Dodson, Mariao 
Ehau, Jovana Jotev, Kimiora Maangi,  Aliyah Marsh, 
Riddhi Ram and Clare Robertson-Pene and coached 
by Sarah Corcoran, grew well throughout the compe-
tition and made significant improvements over the 
season.

The Junior A team, Paige Gordon, Sarah Howard, Rhi-
annon Hunter, Haeun Kang, Lucia McDaid-Rush, Mol-
ly Phillips, Cleo Poihipi, Ariana Tuielu and Tyla Vaipo 
,coached by Melissa Gordon, played some fantastic 
volleyball and were rewarded with placing second 
overall at Bay of Plenty Champs.

The following players were invited to trial for the IPC 
BOP U15 team: Sarah Howard, Molly Phillips and Tyla 
Vaipo.  Sarah Howard was named in the U15 IPC BOP 
A team with Molly Phillips and Tyla Vaipo named as 
non-travelling reserves.

The Junior A team then went on to the North Island 
Junior Secondary Schools Championship in Auck-
land.  They had an exciting week and played some 
outstanding volleyball.  They placed 4th overall.  What 
an amazing achievement for girls volleyball at West-
ern Heights High School.

Congratulations to Sarah Howard who was named in 
the Junior North Island Secondary Schools Tourna-
ment team. 

Junior Girls

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
Poirewa Tamawāhine

Beach Volleyball

Right:  Junior Beach Volleyball Team 2018  
Above:  Beach Volleyball medallists

Top Right:  Junior A Girls Volleyball 2018
Right:  Junior B Girls Volleyball 2018
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The Senior B team: Kate Cameron, Sarah Howard, Rhiannon Hunter, Stacey James, Haeun Kang, Mele 
Kauwale, Grace Kiff, Lucia McDaid-Rush, Briarna Moore, Cleo Poihipi and Kristen Smith and coached by 
Tony Moore, played some great volleyball over the BOP competition and developed well as a team. 

The Senior A team: Sarah Corcoran, Paige Gordon, Mahina Iasona, Nicki Kiernan, Pariss McKelvey, Molly 
Phillips, Marie Reuben, Maddie Smith, Preslee Stevens and Tyla Vaipo, and coached by Melissa Gordon, 
played consistently well over the BOP champs and secured themselves a place in Division One at the New 
Zealand Secondary Schools Championship.

The Senior A girls then went to the New Zealand Secondary Schools Championship in Palmerston North at 
the end of March.

They fought hard over the duration of the week.  They developed and played well as a team.
They placed 8th in Division two.

A huge thank you to Melissa Gordon, Rama Gordon, Kurt Gordon, Tony Moore, Sarah Corcoran, Donella 
Wright, Aneta Wright and Shannel Vaipo for all their help with the Girls Volleyball programme.

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
Poirewa Tamawāhine

Senior Girls

Above Left:  Senior A Girls Volleyball 2019
  Above Right:  Senior B Girls Volleyball 2019
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It was a challenging start to the the 2019 season.  The girls lost around half of their team last year as they 
moved into the wider hockey world.   They struggled to find people to fill the big gaps left behind. But in true 
Heights fashion the WHHS Girls First XI Hockey picked themselves up and played on. A number of girls were 
willing to take up the challenge of the upcoming season.

Heights played in a small pre season tournament where they soon learnt that they weren’t quite up to par 
with everyone else and required a little bit more training. They then went into the BOP local round with a 
determination to win. Although even then they didn’t have the best start, losing and drawing the first few 
games. However after a couple weeks having some training under their belts, Heights began to win some 
games until they were in the top 4 of their pool. This then meant that when Heights went into the second 
round they were offered a spot in the Midlands round that included schools from Tauranga and Hamilton. 
This extra game every week gave Heights the little bit of an extra boost that they needed. Even though they 
didn’t win many of the Midlands games, they started to win their local round games. It was only a matter of 
time before the girls found themselves facing off in the finals against Ruamata. 

When it came time for the final, the girls put everything they had on the table. Unfortunately they went down 
2-1. They held their heads high and kept on going, they had a tournament to get ready for. 

The Heights girls were lucky enough to be playing in the Federation and Marie Fry cup that involved the best 
32 teams in New Zealand. When the girls arrived they soon learnt that this was going to be a lot harder than 
they had previously thought. Although the girls weren’t prepared for the competition they were facing, they 
still did their best. Lead by the Captain Tayla Vanner and the Vice captain Kristen Smith, Heights were deter-
mined not to leave tournament without scoring. It took until the very last game of the tournament. The game 
that Heights had decided they wanted to play for one another and not for the score was the game when they 
converted their first and last goal. They didn’t win the game, but they completed the goal they had set out to 
gain and after a challenging season,this gave the seniors an everlasting memory.

GIRLS HOCKEY
Hōki Tamawāhine
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It has been an exciting year for the Boys 1st XI hockey team in 2019. Rebuilding our team with a number of 
new players we also welcomed our new coach for 2019, Marley Macpherson. She may just have been our 
coach for this year but she made an impact on all aspects of our playing and her input has been greatly ap-
preciated.

We had success in our year together. Placing 2nd in A grade was a huge achievement for the team and was 
a great reward for the effort and dedication of our team and supporters. As well as actually scoring goals 
and winning games at tournament we also bonded as a team, even if not all those who got the new haircut 
agreed with the tradition.

A team is more than just the players on the field so a huge thanks to our parents and supporters, especially 
those who travelled with us to all the away games and the tournament. To the boys who will, after many 
years, sadly be leaving us, Marty Morris, Jerry Phipps, Angus Checkley, (Jeremy Phipps was the MVP just 
ahead of Marty Morris.) They led us to a lot of these victories and helped us grow as a team. To the squad 
who performed at amazing levels with improvements made in every game, see you next year.  Considering 
the youth and the number of new players in our team we were very successful and hope to take that into 
2020. 

Braedyn Veysi

BOYS HOCKEY
Hōki Tamatāne
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2019 proved to be another great season for Heights Netball. There were 4 Junior teams and 3 Senior teams 
involving around 90 girls.  It was exciting to see so many Juniors partake and Senior players being retained, 
the future for Heights netball looks promising.  Bring on 2020!!

All teams performed extremely well with some really good results, due to the hard work and dedication of 
coaches, managers, supporters and umpires. A special mention about our senior players who would go back 
and forth before and after their own games to coach or umpire their Junior teams. It wasn’t easy for our girls 
but they all showed commitment to their team. Awesome work!!  Within our region there were 17 Open Sec-
ondary Schools and 20 Collegiate teams competing in the Rotorua Netball competition. Schools came from 
Murupara, Reporoa, and Kura Kaupapa teams combined, which was so pleasing to see. 

The Junior A team was coached by Mrs Nikkola Hemana and Ms Susan Cantlon was the team manager, Se-
nior Gold Team member Emma Johnston was the umpire. This talented team achieved their goal by winning 
the Collegiate A Grade displaying excellent defence and attacking skills. What an outstanding performance. 

Most Valuable player: Ciara-Jay Baker and
(shared award)      Leah Whare 
Most Improved player:  Maia Harrison
Most Outstanding 
Contribution:    Brenna Caulfield. 

The Junior Development team was coached by Senior Premier players Arianna Newman and Mele Kauwale. 
Thanks also to Arianna’s whanau and Delwyn for the support.  Manager/Umpire  Delwyn Brunt. The team 
also won the C Grade collegiate banner round and placed 9th overall. 

Most Valuable Player:  Talia Marshall
Most Improved player:  Paris Mohi
Most Dedicated player: Kayla Te Moananui

The Year 9 Blue team was coached by Senior Premier players Haeun Kang and Cleo Poihipi, Darnique Te 
Aonui-Whare (Senior Development Team), Umpire – Ashleigh Perrett ( Senior Development team, 
Manager- Donna Burns. 

Most Valuable player: Aquasia Larsen
Most Improved player: Saskia Masner
Most Dedicated player: Kyra Burns

NETBALL
Poitarawhiti

Junior A Netball Team 
Rotorua Netball Competition Collegiate A Grade winners

Back row: S Hemana, G Perrett, M Harrison, CJ Baker, 
Front row: A Marsh, J Forster, L Whare (Captain), B Caulfield, AG Haira. 
Absent: R Hunter, B Manihera, JL Merito)
Coach:  Mrs N Hemana, Manager: Ms S Cantlon

Junior Development Netball Team
Rotorua Netball competition Collegiate C Grade Banner round winners

Back row:   A Waller, T Harrison
Front row: K Te Moananui, C Green, G Brunt
Absent: J Hicks, S Hornfeck, T Marshall, P Mohi, C O’Brien
Coach:   A Newman, Manager/Umpire:  Mrs D Brunt, 

Year 9 Blue Team

Back row: M Balck, D Cash, E Diamond, A Larsen-Taoho-H Kang (Coach)
Front row:  D Te Aonui-Whare (Coach) C Coombe, L McNiel, K Burns, 
 S Mansner, C Poihipi (Coach)  
Absent:   M Walker



    WESTERN HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL 67

The Year 9 and 10 Violet team was coached by Senior Pre-
mier player Kayleigh Waller, Umpire – Amy Brunt (Senior 
Development team). Manager- Stacey Meihana. 

Most Valuable player:   Rangiatamea Biddle
Most Improved player:  Hayley Portland
Most Dedicated player: Mikayla Portland.

The Senior Development team was coached 
and managed and umpired by Janine Stringer.

Most Valuable player: Casey Olsen
Most Improved player: Ashleigh Perrett

The Senior Gold team was coached and managed by Edward and Amanda Brake, Paula Johnston and came 
runner-up in the Open Seniors C Grade.
 
Most Valuable player: Mackenzie Andersen 
Most Improved player: Grace Punter
Most Dedicated player: Emma Johnston. 

Huge congratulations to Molly Phillips, Stacey James, Ruthy Rika, Kayleigh Waller - Rotorua Under 17 Netball 
team representatives and Jaymee-Lee Merito, Ciara-Jay Baker, Maia Harrison - Rotorua Under 15 Netball 
team representatives.

NETBALL
Poitarawhiti

Year 9 and 10 Violet Team

Back row: A Brunt (Umpire), R Biddle, N Biddle,  K Waller (Coach)
Front row: H Portland, G Barrington, M Portland

Senior Development Netball Team

Back row: A Perrett, W Newman, C Olsen, A Rihari-Davis, K Urquhart
Front row: J Steiner, M Hamilton, D Te-Aonui-Whare, A Brunt 
Absent: T Samson-Wickcliffe
Coach: J Stringer

Senior Gold Netball Team

Back row: P Edwards, M Anderson, M Carman
Front row: E Johnston, G Punter, G Jensen, G Marchant 
Absent: I Brake, R Mihaka
Coaches: E and A Brake, Manager:  P Johnston, 
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The Senior Premier Netball team was coached by Dan Haimona and managed by new teacher Maureen 
Aldridge. Maureen came from Avondale College with a wealth of netball knowledge and exciting ideas. Both 
Maureen and Dan worked brilliantly throughout the season bringing the best out of the girls.  

The season started off early in March where the girls were offered a great opportunity to be curtain raisers 
for the Magics team who played the Pulse. What a great night of netball and our team had a good win against 
Nga wharekura O Rotorua. 

The team came 3rd in the Rotorua Netball Open 
Secondary school’s grade where there has been 
a huge improvement overall. 

Most Valuable player: Molly Phillips
Most Improved player: Haeun Kang
Most Dedicated player: Nicki Kiernan
Most Inspirational player: Mele Kauwale

Western Heights Premier team competed at the Upper North Island Secondary Schools annual netball tour-
nament, held at Barfoot and Thompson courts in North Harbour Auckland from the 2-6 September this year. 
This is the largest secondary school netball tourna-
ment to be held in New Zealand with 121 teams com-
peting over 4 grades. The A grade teams are qualify-
ing to be one of the six teams to head off to Nationals 
during the holidays. While the other teams are trying 
to get to the top of their grades and get promoted to 
the higher grade. Talented players are identified by 
selectors and are given the opportunity to trial for the 
New Zealand Secondary schools team. Competition 
is therefore, fierce and hard fought, when teams are 
vying for promotion.

Heights girls went off full of excitement and hope this 
year. They would have 10 games over 5 days. With 
a new manager accompanying them this year, they 
were not quite sure what to expect and neither did I!

NETBALL
Poitarawhiti

Senior Premier Netball Team

Back row: Manager- Mrs M Aldridge, A Newman, S James, K Wallace- 
 Mcleod, H Kang, M Phillips, Coach – Mr D Haimona
Front  row: C Poihipi, N Kiernan, R Rika, M Kauwale, K Waller

UNISS

AboveLeft:  Senior prem netball at Magic curtainraiser 
Above Right:  Senior Premier Netball girls volunteers at the curtainraiser

Right:  The team ready to depart for Auckland
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Unfortunately, we had a couple of changes in 
our pool and we had some hard games right off 
the blocks. This meant that we really needed to 
pull together as a team. Our first win was against 
Rodney College in a close fought game winning 
25 / 22. The next win was against Pinehurst 
which was an exciting game, where Heights won 
28 / 20. The final win was against Onehunga 31 
/ 22.

Interestingly, the girls found that they could 
play some good structured netball. With some 
innovative changes made through out one cru-
cial game, when Molly Phillips was put into goal 
shoot where her strength and skill as a player 
allowed her to take some of the hard knocks that 
come from an active defensive player.

The girls enjoyed the experience both on and off the courts. Meeting my old team Avondale College, from 
Auckland was a bit of a photographic moment for them. Meeting Mystics player Grace Nweke was an abso-
lute highlight, especially for Kahurangi Wallace-Mcleod. 

One of the highlights for the girls was the MasterChef cook off that we did, where each room drew a menu 
choice and was given a budget so they could supply dinner for the team. The girls were very creative and 
some really stepped up to MasterChef ‘Heights’ style, with taking time to plate up.

We ended the week with a couple of injuries, the most serious was when Mele Kauwale sustained a knock to 
the head and was seriously concussed during our 9th game of the tournament. Otherwise the girls managed 
to play well together and had an absolutely enjoyable time. 

Special mentions need to be made about Amy Brunt and Ciara-Jay Baker.  Amy was our tournament umpire 
and took time out of her busy life to come and support the team by umpiring. She also joined in with team 
activities with enthusiasm.  Ciara-Jay came with us, at the last minute as we were a player short. The experi-
ence was invaluable for her and allowed her to see what her future netball highlights will be.

The UNISS team members were: Kayleigh Waller; Molly Phillips (co-captains); Stacey James; Mele Kauwale; 
Haeun Kang; Nicki Kieran; Cleo Poihipi; Ruthy Rika; Kahurangi Wallace Mcleod and Ciara-Jay Baker. Dan 
Haimona (coach) Mrs Aldridge (Manager).
*** We wish to also acknowledge Four Winds Foundation for funding our team’s accommodation.

Heights Media is a group of students who film school 
events and other activities both in and out of school. 
This year our team helped to develop an entry into the 
48 Hour film festival. While we didn’t manage a plac-
ing, it was a great experience for all involved. Our team 
this year included Amelia Markham-Lumsden, Ashton 
McGarvie and Matthew Wallbridge (Camera Crew), Amy 
Brunt and Liam Walker (Post-production editing crew), 
Braedyn Veysi and Jayden Tamariki (Production sup-
port crew) and Ethan Leslie (Photographer). Thanks to 
our teacher in charge Donella Wright for supporting the 
club this year and Austin Gear for facilitating the club. 

Sean Johnston - Heights Media Leader

NETBALL
Poitarawhiti

Heights with the Avondale College team and Mystics player Grace Nweke

HEIGHTS MEDIA
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TENNIS
Tēnihi

It has been pleasing to see students playing tennis during their lunchtime and sometimes after school. 
There are a small group of students who are also members at the Rotorua Tennis Club where they get coach-
ing from Club tennis coach Justin Megraw. 

Jasper Dowland
BOP and Rotorua Under 16 team repre-
sentative
Rotorua Tennis Club Open Mens Doubles 
Champion (partner club coach Justin 
Megraw)

Ben Todd and Jasper Dowland
BOPSS Junior Tennis Division 1 Doubles 
Championships winners

Ellie Sharplin  and Kaea Pefect
BOPSS Senior  Tennis Division 2 Doubles 
Championships winners

Kaea Perfect
Year 10 WHHS Tennis Champion 
(2018-2019)

Emma Johnston
BOPSS Junior Tennis Division 2 Singles 
winner

James MacDonald
BOPSS Junior Tennis Division 2 Singles 
winner
Year 10 WHHS tennis champion

Daigoh Kuroda
BOPSS Junior Tennis Division 2 Singles 
2nd place
Year 9 WHHS tennis champion

Senior Tennis Team 2019

K Perfect, E Sharplin, B Hewson, E Johnston, J Dowland, P Rump, C Sayers

Junior Tennis Team 2019

C Sayers, B Hewson, J MacDonald, D Kuroda, J Dowland, B Todd, E Johnston

Right:  Ben Todd and Jasper Dowland

BOPSS Junior Division 1 Doubles Champions
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NZ Open Table Tennis Championships

Noah Wallace was selected for the BOP Under 15 Table Tennis team and competed at 
the NZ Open Table Tennis Championships in Christchurch winning Silver in the Under 
15 B Grade division

BOPSS Table Tennis results 

27th June 2019 at QEYC

Division 1
Junior Boys Singles 3rd place: Noah Wallace
Junior Boys doubles 3rd place: Noah Wallace and Thor 
Sullano

Division 2
Junior Boys Singles winner: Eric Yang
Junior Boys Singles 3rd place: Ralph Torres
Senior Boys Doubles winners: John and Hank An
Junior Boys Doubles winners: Eric Yang and Ralph Torres

Junior School Table Tennis Champion:  
Luke Walbridge
Runner Up: Noah Wallace

TABLE TENNIS
Poikōpiko

Clockwise from top:  
Noah Wallace
Noah in action

Bronze Medal Winners
Table Tennis Boys Teams
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Fabian Vincent, Tian Hewetsen and Natanya Strawbridge 
competed in the NZSS Rockclimbing competition held at 
Rocktopia in Mount Maunganui in September.  

The students were a credit to the school and competed 
proficiently during the competition showing their compe-
tency in this sport.  These students have a passion for 
rockclimbing and train after school and at the weekends 
at ‘The Wall’ in Rotorua.

Results for the NZSS Rockclimbing were as follows:

Senior Boys – Fabian Vincent – 12th
Senior Girls – Tian Hewetsen – 14th
Senior Girls – Natanya Stawbridge – 15th

WHHS wishes to acknowledge and thank the following organisations that have helped fund many of our 
sports teams and cultural and performing arts groups throughout the year with equipment, travel, sports 
uniforms and accommodation costs. Without this funding assistance the majority of our students would 
not be able to have the opportunity to compete in any regional and National interschool competitions held 
throughout the year.  We are so grateful!

• The Lion Foundation
• NZCT
• Four Winds Foundation 
• The Southern Trust
• Infinity Foundation
• One Foundation
• Sport BOP/Sport NZ

ROCKCLIMBING
Pikinga Kōhatu

Top from left:  Natanya, Alicia, Fabian
Above:  Indoor Rockclimbing Team 2019

Alicia Heron, Natanya Strawbridge, Tian Hewetson, Fabian Vincent 
at the  BOPSS Indoor Rockclimbing championships

FUNDING ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Whakamihi Pūtea
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In 2019 our Western Heights High School smallbore rifle shooters have 
achieved some good results in individual scores as we practiced over 
three terms for the annual Eley/Target Shooting NZ Postal Shooting Com-
petition for schools throughout New Zealand. 

In that competition our Mixed (Boys and Girls) No.1 (sling) team consisting 
of Sophie May, Jack Sands and Kaleb Dickson came ninth in this grade. 
Our No.2 team, which competed in the Rest Grade, consisted of Campbell 
France, Calais Ratahi and Riley Mills-Hope placed 7th out of the 36 teams 
in that competition. 

Zach Reichenbach competed creditably as a sling shooter in the Individ-
ual Boys competition.

Special mention must be made of Year 10 student Sophie May who as a 
member of the Rotorua Smallbore Rifle Club is a successful competitor at provincial level.  
The contribution of Patrick Duncan and Xanthus Anderson to the success of our programme is acknowl-
edged.   

All of our smallbore rifle shooters can be very satisfied with the progress they have made this year. It is es-
pecially encouraging to see the progress made by Jack Sands and Kaleb Dickson as they adapt to a higher 
level of shooting using a sling. 

BOPSS Gymsports Results
24 June 2019 at MIGS

Jessica Roe
Trampoline C Grade: 3rd place
A Grade Tumbling: 2nd place
WAG novice Level 2: Overall 1st place (Vault 2nd, U bars 7th, Beam 1st, Floor 1st)

Abbey Moberly
Trampoline A Grade: 2nd place
Junior Tumbling Grade: 3rd place

Amy Patchell
Tumbling B Grade – 3rd place

SMALLBORE RIFLE SHOOTING
Mahi Pū Iti

BOPSS GYMSPORTS
Pītakataka

Right:  Gymsports Team:  A 
Moberly, J Roe, A Patchell

Far right:  Jessica in action
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Bailey Conlon, at the NZSS Swimming AWD 
Championships, won gold medals in the 100m and 
200m Freestyle, as well as in his 100m Individual 
Medley. He also won silver medals in the 50m 
Breaststroke, Freestyle and Backstroke and a bronze 
medal in the 50m Butterfly.

Annelyse Cowie was one of Swim Rotorua’s top 
swimmers at the regional Aquaknights Swimming 
Championships.  Annelyse (15 yrs) dominated her age 
group to ensure a clean sweep in the breaststroke 
events, including an excellent time of 1 minute 15.81 
seconds in the 100 metre dash. Annelyse also took 
top honours in the Open age A finals for the 200m 
Breaststroke and the 400 metres medley.

At  the  NZ Secondary Schools Swimming Champion-
ships, Annelyse won a Bronze medal in the 200m 
breaststroke in a personal best time, and placed 4th in the 100m breaststroke. 
Annelyse also raced in two other events and her personal best time in the 100 
medley gained her a new qualifying time for NZ Short Course Championships 
which she will attend as part of the Swim Rotorua team in October.

Riley Granger
Riley Granger (15yrs) competed at the NZ Division II Swimming Competition in 
Dunedin as part of the Swim Rotorua team. Although Riley had only qualified for 
the 100m Breaststroke just before the competition he dropped five seconds over 
the heat and final, to win the Bronze medal.  Riley was also a finalist in four other 
events, placing 4th in the 50m and 200m Breaststroke in personal best times.
Riley was also a very valuable member of the Swim Rotorua boys relay team and 
helped them to secure a fourth-place in the 400 metres medley relay and the 400 
freestyle relay.

Bailey Conlon: Junior Boys  AWD Individual Swimming champion, 1st 25m, 50m, 
   AWD Mixed Freestyle, 1st 25m, 50m AWD Mixed Backstroke 
Riley Granger:   Intermediate Boys 50m Breaststroke 3rd place
Damon Cowie:   Senior 50m Backstroke 3rd place
Annelyse Cowie:   Intermediate Girls 50m Breaststroke 3rd place

Kaea Nepia   BOPSS Championships
   Junior 100m and 200m: Bronze
   Waikato SS Championships 
   Junior 100m: Bronze
   Waikato and BOP Athletics Team, relay team representative at NISS Championships

Kakaia Tuielu  BOPSS Athletics Championships
   Senior Long Jump: Gold

Marama Pehi  BOPSS Athletics Championships 
   Junior Girls Javelin: Silver

Naomi Gardiner  Competed against boys in 100m and 200m AWD and was the only Senior Girl   
   selected for Waikato SS Team to compete at NISS Championships. 

SWIMMING
Kauhoe

BOPSS/WAIKATO ATHLETICS RESULTS

BOPSS Swimming Results 2019
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Jamie Michael Hall
“cho hundy” - awesome experience.
Leo Penn
“cho hundy” - awesome experience.
Tegan Sutton
“Wisdom, Honour, Heights, Success”
Byron Holden
“150 points for the win”
Maggie Guyton
“I enjoyed everything about the trip. it is a great 
opportunity and over all an amazing experience”
Calais Ratahi
“Best week of my life”
Isabel Carman
“Awesome experience that I would love to do 
again”
Zach Dunkley
“Enjoyable experience. I enjoyed the 6:30am 
swims because it made me feel fresh”
Claudia Townsend
“I really enjoyed it, it was a good experience. My 
favourite part of the trip was seeing killer whales”

SPIRIT OF ADVENTURE
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The Active Post National Secondary School Waka Ama Sprint Championships were held at Lake Tikitapu, 
from Tuesday 26th March to Friday 29th March 2019 our school was represented by one crew - Junior Girls 
16.
 
Each crew competed over two sprint courses, the 250 metre straight sprint and a 500 metre sprint, which 
involves a difficult turn around a buoy and a sprint back to the finish line.

Paddlers

Tegan Sutton
Rhearne Tarawa
Chicaine Tarawa
Summit Redpath
Maringi James
Tailah Emery
Darnique Te Aonui - Whare

Results
Plate finals - 250m
Plate semi-final - 500m

Thank you to the coach Keita Brightwell-Hauiti and to the volunteers Manu Scott, Dvelle Tarawa, Puti Jack-
son, Huia Lloyd, Leona Kaye Ivitu, Piria Davis.

WAKA AMA
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BASKETBALL
Poitūkohu

Junior Boys
(Coach: Mary Kerekere)

Back Row: Josh Sutton, William Geszrey-Johnston, Bjon Kerekere, 
 Conrade Newton, Noah Wineti
Front Row: Tuakana Kingi, Zaid McFarlane, Nephi Hulton, PJ Crosbie

Senior Boys Blue
(Coach: Dean Jones)

From left: Quinn Wineti, Khacey Piua, Salima Singh
Absent:  Riley Granger, Te Kahupeka Te Pania, Cartell McPhee, 
 Bruce Morrison, Niao Leonard

Senior Boys White
(Coach: Naima Mativa Horne)

Back Row: Charlie Ingram, Faamaoni Iona, Damien Meadows, Johnny Ingram
Front Row: Kyus Dixon, Kavlah Wiaira-Te Kiri, Luke Dorset, Max Campbell, 
 Sam Veldham-Sheehan

Senior Girls

Back Row: Marama Pehi, Misty Bryant-Kameta, Jojo Werahiko
Front Row: Ruth Rika, Lauryn Nichollas, Kahurangi McLeod-Wallace
Absent:  Violet Foster, Shani Walker, Genevieve Davis-Leo

Rotorua U15 Girls Representatives 

Jojo Hicks and Marama Pehi

Placed 3rd in Zone 2 U 15 Regionals 
Placed 9th National U15 Basketball New Zealand Tournament 
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Our riders:
Jeremy Walshe, Ashleigh Bolt, Kate Cameron, Rylee Tissink, 
Georgia Rendall, Jessica Blackburn and Emma Eruini-Ben-
nett.

Our main events this year: 
St Peters Show Jumping, Te Teko Show Jumping, Te Teko 
Gamblers, St Peters Dressage, Reporoa Gymkhana, Horse 
Trials and North Island Inter-Schools Show Jumping

Our Top Results:
Te Teko Show Jumping results:  Ashleigh Bolt 2nd in the 
Speed round and 3rd in the Accumulator
Te Teko Gamblers results: Jeremy Walshe 3rd 
Reporoa Gymkhana: Western Heights High School 1st in 
turnout

A special thanks to the parents who helped manage and volunteer at shows. Your support is appreciated 
both by the riders and the school. 
 

 The Life Of An Equestrian
It’s not just about riding.
An extract by Kaylee Adamek Lake Erie College May 16, 2016

“Everyone knows that being an equestrian means constantly being in the barn. We love what we do. Horses 
are more than just animals to us. They are our best friends. We treat these beautiful creatures like they’re a 
part of our family. I’ve always treated my horses like they’re my children. I love each and every one of them, 
but I always have my favorites (doesn’t everyone though?). There’s a catch(isn’t there always a catch?). To 
be an equestrian, you’ve got to have passion, drive, strength--both mentally and physically-- and most of all, 
you need heart. Playing with horses every day seems fun. Believe me, I dreamt about it my whole life. It’s 
not all fun and games though. You have to think about everything that could happen because, in an instant, 
everything can change……

“I know what most of you are probably thinking. “Why is this girl so obsessed with horses?” To answer your 
question, it’s because I feel so free whenever I’m with them. Whether I’m sliding through the dirt with a rein-
ing horse, gliding over a fence with a jumping horse or just hanging out with my horses in their stall, I feel 
absolute freedom. Horses give us the wings that we lack and they take us for the rides of our lives.If you 
haven’t had the chance to ride a horse, I highly recommend it. Experience the riders’ high, look between 
a horse’s ears and feel the wind on your face. I promise you that you’ll love it! I hope you have a better un-
derstanding of the life of an equestrian now. It’s not a glamorous lifestyle but I guarantee that most of the 
equestrians out there would much rather be in the barn than anywhere else. Make sure to try it sometime 
because remember: life’s a ride, so hop on and go!”

https://www.theodysseyonline.com/the-life-of-an-equestrian

EQUESTRIAN
Eke Hōiho
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All of the early morning rowing trainings and hardwork at rowing camps was recognized at various regattas 
held over this season. Congratulations to our rowers who competed in various regattas at the Blue Lake and 
Lake Karapiro. After a long season of training, some of our rowers were unable to compete in the NISS and 
the Maadi Regatta, due to injuries.

NZSS Maadi Cup Rowing Regatta – 25-30 March 2019
Throughout the week, rowers started off in the heats for the events at Maadi, 
progressing through repechages and into finals. Events at Maadi for WHHS row-
ers were:

GU16 Single Sculls E Sharplin
  
GU16 Double Sculls E Sharplin
   A Rakels

These girls represented our school extremely well and had put in hours and hours 
of preparation prior to this event. Thank you to the coaching staff from the Ro-
torua Rowing Club, in particular Glen Riechardt and to the parents who support 
their children being part of this fantastic sport

Our sailors again had the opportunity to improve their yachting by sailing together 
in teams racing. This is run in the international two person 420 class. Teams of 
3 boats compete tactically in a match racing format against other schools. We 
competed at the Bay of Plenty regatta and we were pleased to come a close third. 
A special thanks to Stu Pedersen from the Bay of Plenty Sailing Academy Trust 
(BOPSAT) for his passion and providing boats our students can use.

ROWING

YACHTING
Pere Rua
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This year has been one of the toughest years for Heights 1st XV Rugby based on results, however it has been 
the best year for learning and development for this young inexperienced team with the majority of the team 
making the big step from Under 15 Rugby in 2018 straight to 1st XV level. 

Starting preseason in early February numbers were not looking great and trying to keep motivation high was 
the key for the usual contributors to preseason training. With training running in conjunction with the WHHS 
Malaysia touring team, the fitness levels for the majority of the team were at a good level. With a tough pre-
season game against Cambridge High, the boys showed some real promise and adapted well to new team 
structures, the game could have gone either way however eventually losing 26-14. The next game was up 
against a touring team from Brisbane, Australia, St Pauls College. After gaining some much needed confi-
dence from our previous game the boys were able to put this on show, coming away with a strong win 67-7.  

Round One kicked off a couple weeks later where this new found confidence had been put to rest with tough 
games up against some experienced schools carrying a lot of Year 13 players. The team would eventually 
lose their first 4 pool games before heading into their last game of the round up against old foes Te Whareku-
ra O Mauao. Our leadership boys Robert Fiaola, Kayden Soutar, Samu Gaualofa, Jerry Phipps, Treece Her-
bert and Keegan O’Brien stressed throughout the week that this was going to be a physical encounter and 
that as a team we needed to step up in order to gain some respect in this competition. As expected straight 
from the first whistle the boys come out firing with the forwards providing good front foot ball for the backs to 
find space out wide. Heading into half time break we had a narrow lead 7-5. Defense and patience with the 
ball were the key messages at half time but as luck would have it we couldn’t cross the tryline again going 
down 12-7. 

Round Two came around with the team desperately wanting that crucial win which would have rewarded 
their efforts during the year. First game we came up against eventual competition winners Trident where 
they showed us how to play with structure, intensity and passion. Our remaining 3 games were to be decided 
by less than 12 points, where we either let games slip or started poorly to find ourselves chasing the game, 
needless to say confidence was not helping with heads dropping and motivation low. Last game of the sea-
son we found ourselves up against eventual finalist and 2018 champs JPC. The motivation for this game 
was obvious, fighting for the W and sending our Year 13’s away with something positive to reflect on. Within 
the first 10 minutes the boys come out like they wanted the game with strong running from Metio Mitai and 
Riley Marsters which really set the tone. However, as luck would have it again, a few calls not going our way 
we found ourselves playing with 14 players for the remaining 50 minutes of the game through a red card for 
bad language. In true Heights fashion this call only seemed to put some fire in the belly and the boys lifted, 
scoring some intelligent tries to take the lead with 10 minutes to go. However fitness with 14 men slowly 
was wearing us down and once again the long lasting W would slip through our hands by a last minute try. 
No matter the result, the boys showed true character and demonstrated the true potential the team had all 
along. 

RUGBY
Whutupōro

1st XV
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As stated previously, this season was one of the 
toughest but the learning that this team has had, 
has only set the team up for next year. Majority of 
this team will stay together for the next 2 years so 
all is not lost. Heights Rugby will be back, and I know 
that this group of boys will rally together and take 
the learning into the 2020 season. The strongest 
team isn’t always the team that wins, but the team 
who doesn’t give up when they lose. 

Big thanks go out to our management staff Dyllon Pedersen, Alley James, Joel Wineti and Carleen James. 
Nigel Shaw for your fantastic photos every game, Stacey Faiers for leading the team of mums for after match 
functions, and other parents and supporters that helped out behind the scenes and gave the team support 
through the good and hard times. 

The U15 Rugby Team had a successful year achieving the team goal of making the playoffs in the BOP com-
petition. It all started in October last year with a session on team goals, protocols, structures and expecta-
tions. This was followed by pre-season fitness and skills trainings with the players determined to play and 
perform to a high level.

During the first round, grading games the team showed 
they had the potential and ability to play some well-struc-
tured, positive and winning rugby. This was evident with 
a close loss to Trident and good results against Reporoa 
and Taupo Nui Tia.
The team qualified and started the Premiership round 
with a dominating performance against Tauranga Boys 
College ‘Gold’ team. After a couple of losses to Trident 
and Rotorua Boys the team was determined to put that 
behind them and make a late charge for the playoffs. 
They achieved this with strong wins against two Tauran-
ga Boys College teams and Te Whare Kura O Mauao.

The semi-final had us playing the top qualifier Rotorua 
Boys who had completely dominated this grade with 
impressive wins against everyone including a 67 – 0 
thrashing of us. The team was confident with their re-
cent results that if they fronted up and took the game 
to Rotorua Boys that we would put them under pressure 
something they were not used to. Self-belief was high 
and this was reflected in an impressive first half perfor-
mance where we trailed 12-10 at half time. A couple of 
late opportunist tries had them win the semi-final. The 
team were disappointed with the result as they had cre-
ated enough opportunities to cause a huge upset.

The coaching staff were proud of the boys’ effort, ability 
to implement game plans and willingness to play as a 
team throughout the season.

We hope everyone continues to play next year to build 
and develop strong 2nd and 1st XV teams.
Player of the Year      – Harry Durban
Forward of the Year  – Koby Grimes
Back of the Year        -  Heath Buckley
Most Improved         -  Victor Garland

Management Team
Western Heights U15 Rugby

RUGBY
Whutupōro

Under 15
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Whilst the season ended on a high, the road to getting there was a tough 
one.  Struggling for consistency with players during pre-season, then losing 
all four grading games due to insufficient numbers.  Thanks to the commit-
ment of a core group of boys who kept turning up, ultimately encouraging 
others to step up, our season started to gain momentum.  

A request was sent to the BOP rugby union, that we deserved a shot in the 
next division.  The proof was in the results of our games registering ‘cricket 
score’ wins in the first round.

Our wish was granted, and immediately we sent a message, that we were 
a force to be reckoned with in this division, winning our last three games, 
beating two of the top four teams.  Regular season games won 6, lost-0. 

A huge thank you to our boys for hanging in there.  You showed what it 
means to stick together, be there for each other and dig deep when times 
are tough.   You have set the platform for an extremely formidable team in 
2020. 

Lastly, Thanks to the parents, caregivers and loved ones who also hung in 
there with the team. Your support was appreciated.

T Moore

RUGBY
Whutupōro

Western Heights High School and Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Te Koutu

Under 14

Sevens
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Back Row: Rihan Stewart-Reid, Sean Scott, Rukuwai Hika, Hayden Hiraka Rakatau, Kauri Huriwai-Flavell, Tiki Patu-Ngataiawhio, Andrew Titoko,
 Sailah-Jayee Morris-Viti
3rd Row: Kahurangi Wallace-Mcleod, Titan Wiringi, Derek Rohe, Nikora Simpkins, Zharn Ingram-Ngahere, Ulysses Kelly, Tuakana Kingi, Piripi 
 Goldsbury Hapi
2nd Row: Rerehua Keegan, Nirai Reuben, Rahera Walters, Naturelle Rangiawha, Lorelle Ngare-Petersen, Shania Smith, Te Aroha Kaukau Tule, 
 Kahu Rangiawha, Whaea Tukura Tahi (Teacher)
Front Row: Te Aho O Te Rangi Newton-Ruha, Saffire Grant, Senity Hiki, Shimon Wiringi, Violet Forster, Jazmine Newton-King, Ruthy Rika, Patience
 Hiki, Tekura Tule
Absent: Taige Haira, Rangiteaorere Keegan, Ahina Kingi, Kapua Manihera-Double, Te Iwaiwa Maxwell Humm, Ngamihiaroha Pirihi-Kahu, 
 Tuimaraea Shuker, Destiny Tamaki, Fabian Walker, Hepa Walker, Rehua Walker, Shani Walker

Back Row: Lesley Heath, Angela Andrews, Isa Harnett, Jane Wilson, de Richa Witoko, Katrina Allen
3rd Row: Ben Grant, Mrs Brewer, Sean Morrison, Levi Heke, Bodie Hardiman, Whaea Sue Stanway, Hannah Walmsley
2nd Row: Jessica Hall, Emilija Berry, Jakob Fisk, Matthew Peake, Troy Stampa, Jack Weinberg, Zane Karaka, Nicholas van den Broek
Front Row: Ben Chester, Horiana Ripia, Te Waikura Witoko, Keyarn Pulford, William Hawker, Cassidy Marr, Jessica Sherborne
Absent: Rueben Henry, Wai Hohepa, Paige Johnson, Rueben Poll, Connor Hart

PTT
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